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A SKETGH OF THE LIFE AND 


RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF MISS 
EUNICE WELLS. 


Private chriftians are 
feldom engaged in tranfac- 
tions; which call into exer- 
cife thofe talents and rare 
virtues, which attraét public 
notice. Their tives are hid 
with Chrift in God. But tho’ 
their light may. not thine 
with fo much luftre, nor ex- 
tend its rays fo far as thofe 
more elevated; yet it may 
as clearly and fteadily burn, 
and equally ferve to /ead oth- 
ers ta glorify God. When pri- 
vate life is filled up with du- 
ty arid ufefulnefs ; when the 
meek, humble..and gentle 
fpirit of the gofpel are exhib- 
ited ; when the chriftian pro 
feflioh is adorned with the 
virtuts and graces of the fpi- 
rit ; the character is honora- 
ble, and the example ufeful 
and important. Such was 
the life and character of the 
excellent woman, who is the 
fubjeét of the following brief 
memoir. ot at 

Mifs We.Lts was the eldeft 
daughter of Capt. Jofeph 
and Mrs. Eunice Wells. She 

: AA 


was born in Ipfwich, Mafla- 
chufetts. "When fhe was a: 
bout two years old, her par- 
ents removed to Hampton- 
falls, where fhe {pent the 
moft of her life. = 
She was blefled with good 
intellectual powers, with per- 
fonal charms, mild pafflions; 
fenfibility of heart, and an 
affectionate difpofition. Her 
natural temper was {pright- 
ly and amiable, and het man- 
ners delicate. © 
In childhood and youth 
fhe was a refpeétful and obe- 
dient child, and an affection- 
ate fifter and friend. She 
was docile, and loved inftruc- 
tion. While her parents 
were ftudious to improve 
her mind and mahnets with 
a good education, they did 


not neglect the heart. Hav- . 


ing in infancy, devoted her 
to God in chriftian baptifm, 
they labored to train her up 
in the nurtute and admonition 
of the Lord. ‘They early 
taught her the principles and 
duties of the chriftian relig- 
ion, which were fuited to 
her years ; and endeavoured 
to imprefs her mind with 
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ferioufnefs, fobriety and_pi- 


ety. The good feed, thus 


early fown in her heart, was 
blefied. If it did not imme- 
diately, yet in due time it 
{prung up, was inftrumental 
under divine cultivation -of 
producing thofe good fruits, 
which appeared in after life, 
and which yielded much 
comfort to her friends while 
fhe lived, and confolation at 
her death. 

When about nine years of 
age, the death of an irreli- 
gious neighbour deeply im- 
prefled her tender mind, and 
excited an anxious folicitude 
concerning her own {flate. 
This, and fimilar convictions 
at other times, fubfided, as 
fhe fuppofed, without iffu- 
ing in any faving change of 
heart. They did not howev- 
er leave her wholly thought- 
lefs of her falvation, nor in- 
attentive to the means of 
religion. Her life and con- 
verfation in childhood and 
youth were difcreet and mor- 
al. 

At the age of ninetecn 
fhe was deeply afflicted by 
the death of her elder broth- 
ev, whom fhe tenderly lov- 
ed; and alfo by a ferofula, 
or kings evil in her throat, 
which continued feveral 
years, and often brought her 
life into great danger. Dur- 
ing this period her priva- 
tions and {fufferings were 
great. For months fhe 


could tike little or no food 
except liquids. Her {pirits 
became depreffed, and _ con- 
{titution fo impaired, that 
fhe never after enjoyed con- 
firmed health. Through 
divine influence, thefe trials 
awakened ari anxious con- 
cern for her fpiritual ftate, 
This was not followed by 
that clear light, and great 
joy and comfort, which fome 
real chriftians have. experi- 
enced, and on which others 
have built fallacious hopes 
by not difcriminating be- 
tween the operations of 
grace, and the imagination, 
or animal paffions. During 
thefe trials for a confider- 
able time fhe enjoyed but little 
fpiritual comfort. She had 
hopes, but they were min- 
gled with much fear and 
doubt. A gloom fpread o- 
ver her mind, and clouded 
her future profpects, which, 
except at fhort intervals,- 
was never entirely diffipated. 
But as her bodily indifpofi- 
tion abated, her hopes fo far 
prevailed over her fears, that 
fhe made a public profeffion 
of her faith, and connected } 
herfelf with the chur¢h of 
Chritt. | 

In little more thao three j 
years and a half after the de- f 
ceafe of her brother, fhe was jf 
again brought into deep af- j 
fliction by the death of her jf 
kind father. This, and. her 
other trials both of body and§ 
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mind fhe bore with great 


humility, meeknefs and 
fubmiffion. And her profit- 


ing appeared unto all her ac- 
quaintance. 

When her grief for the 
lofs of her friends abated, 
and comfortable health re- 
turned, fhe did not like ma- 
ny others lofe her ferious 
impreflions. ‘The falvation 
of her foul was ftill her great 
concern. Religion fhe 
fought as the pearlof great 
price, She loved it for its 
own fake, and relifhed its 
pleafures. She  efteemed 


-and refpected its friends, 


whatever was their ftation 
in life, or to whatever de- 
nomination they belonged. 
Though courteous and af- 
fable to all, the pious were 
her chofen companions. Re- 
ligion afforded the favorite 
topics of converfation ; and 
fhe well underftood the art 
of introducing and manag- 
ing them ina way both 
pleafing and improving. 

In domettic affairs Mails 
Wells was induftrious, pru- 
dent and difcreet. In her 
manncrs and drefs, there 
was a fimplicity and modefty 
indicating the fobriety of 
her mind, and becoming all 
profefling godlinefs. Her 
converfation was chaite and 
without diflimulation. Se- 
vereto her own faults, fhe 
was tender of the characters 
of others, A rafh or cenfo- 


rious expreflion was never 
allowed to efcape her lips. 
‘Toa tafte for reading, fhe 


added judgment in the choice 


of books. ‘Time in her efti- 
mation was too precious to 
wafte on books of mere a- 
mufement, which tend neith- 
er to inform the mind, nor 
mend the heart. As worfe 
than ulelefs fhe rejected 
thofe, whofe tendency is to 
heat theimagination, inflame 
the paflions, or miflead the 
judgment. The Bible was 
the man of her counfel and 
her delight. She read for 
improvement; and though 
engaged in the domelftic 
cares of a much frequented 
public houfe, by her econo- 
my of time fhe found oppor- 
tunity both for devotion 
and the improvement of her 
mind. Her religious fenti- 


‘ments had a near affinity 


with thofe of Drs. Watts and 
Doddridge ; andthat preach- 
ing and thofe books were 
mott pleafing, which were 
plain, evangelical and im- 
pariae. Her folicitude to 
snow her {piritual ftate drew 
her attention particularly to 
experimental religion, and 
few better underftood the 
fubdject. Her fentiments 
were removed on one hand 
from that laxnefs, which 
confines religion to dry mor- 
ality, and on the other 
from that enthufiafm, which 
would makeit chiefly con- 


~ 


oi 


= is — BES Ao 
oy eee 


on See soe 


; : 
’ , 
: : 
’ - ‘ > 
‘i be hy 
‘eS ‘1 
: f 
/ ' ‘ 
4 i 7 é 
rh. 
Vi : 2. 
yeti 10 
7 4 ° - 
| r ° *] ty 
i ? ry 
jas q 
4 
eed : 
i 
> ei Re 
ae ; 
y Lt 
e . 2 
u ; 
he ei 
Y & % 
ny ap 
age ff “fi 
So) % 
: > 
, t 
" 5 
A 8) 
+ } £ 
& 
Ms 
i } t 
; if bed 
Ne bh 
' ni 
if 4 * 
Se Ms 
el 
yo 
: +a 
Hi] . % 
s, “ 
3 : 
% . pee 
" 4 we § bs 
Ney / 
1 . ‘a, 
; : 4 * 
Le ‘ : 
Py ie 
cp 4 7 
{ 
4 3 : ' ‘ 
i : 
t h - rn 
i 
' * | 
% \ oe ) 
ae A 
) ey! 
a: ha | 
: + 
in EF tat 
Ie @ > | 
ay » i a 
Me i ; ‘ 
hel. ; ra 
in f 
: ta i 
te Pe 7 By 
My ‘ i 
p 
ee 
RMA A ig fall 
Sah Cm ty 
i > Nj 
nei ’ iF. 
Ye if 
7 bog Ln” 
' ’ 
t% 
(| Bite 
if - vie 
he w 
Le : 
; 
So 7a 
'- “a «TR 
% 
* : - " 
ie Ba i 
‘ » Ore 
ae ‘y 
) ‘. . Oy he 
: ‘nt 
J ® . Do 
‘ ht i, > Ta 
7 % r 
ie y i 
his - i 
aif f. a 
t : oe 
yi u ae 
‘ite, 4 She 
a) BRS 
: rt i 
1 y 5. ) - ii 
nee % 2g 
h See) oe 
jy See 
aH Seep, 
* eat) Fe } 
iim F 
; 
t ‘J i 
4 , 
\ =! “ 
- 
. 



















































. a 
- 





a 


eae 8 Se 
v 


2) sate ote pee 
SS nS | 
Or eS 


i.e 


eee. z = > I = 
- = i Bp tle ya, a ne - 
= 3° - See . . + 


. <% « g = 
eet ee Oe . 


ee 
——- = ns 


oe ete a et 






-_ — __—— _ 


+ Sgr a SE 
= = as x 








oo 
_ a? 2. ~—_— ae — a eee 


- ee 
— 


ee 
odin nk} 


. 


tt CC ALL LLL LLL LA 


DS mate 


2- Py ome 


eee Pe | 


a ——— 


= 
ae a 


a Se ns 


: monte 


‘ Me 2 8 


200 Life and Charadter of Mifs Eunice Wells. 


fiftin occafional fervid feel- 
ings: Shethought it unfafe 
to build hopes of an intereft 
in Chrift on the exercifes of 
the mind at any particular 
time, or on the general out- 
ward, conduét without a {pe- 
cial regard to the prevailing 
exercifes of the heart, and the 
motives of life. Ther emutt be 
a prevailing conformity in 
thefe to the gofpel. Her 
own experience contradicted 
the idea, that all with precif- 
ion could determine the 
time or manner of their con- 
yerfion, or be aflured of it. 

She regarded religion not 
as a thing, which was {fpec- 
ulative, but. practical ; not 
as what mutt be attended to 
on fpecial occafions, and then 
might be laid afide; but as 
fomething, which fhould 
have an abiding influence on 
the heart and life. She aim- 
ed to have refpect to all God's 
commandments, and confider- 
ed thefe as embracing her 
whole condué. 

She regarded the means 
of religion as important. 
The /abbath was her delight, 
the holy of the Lord. She 
loved the courts of her God, 
and, when her health per- 
mitted, was a conftant and 
devout attendant on his wor- 
fhip and the ordinances of 
his houfe. 

Her piety was ftrict, but 
not auftere. She adorned 
her profeflion, and was an 


ornament to the church. 
So upright was her general 
walk, and the gentle and am- 
iable virtues and graces 
were fo blended in her char- 
acter, and united with fweet- 
nefs of difpofition and {fu- 
avity of manners, as to caft 
a fhade over her faults, to 
command the refpect of the 
profane, and dlence the 
tongue of calumny. The 
enemy was~ hardly found, 
who {pake reproachful- 
ly. $$ ‘This  circumitance 
gave weight to her advice, 
and rendered her example 
peculiarly important. 

_ Where true grace rules in 
the heart, all the grace and 
virtues as occafions call them 
forth will be exhibited in life, 
yet fome will generally ap- 
pear more diftinguifhed than 
others. Thofe of humility, 
meeknefs, patience, fubmit- 
fion and benevolence were 
prominent features in the 
character of Mifs Wells. 
She felt herfelfto bea fin- 
ner, and was confcious of 
her deficiencies in duty, and 
lamented them. She ap- 
peared. to efteem others bet- 
ter than herfelf. Any com- 
mendation of her religious 
attainments fhe would re; 
pel as dangerous flattery. 
Under all her trials a mur- 
mur againit her Maker was 
not known to efcape her lips. 
Her love and benevolence 
embraced the family of man. 
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It was the ardent with of her 
foul, that all might come to the 
knowledge of the truth and be 
faved ; and it was matter 
of joy to hear of any being 
ferioufly imprefled, or born 
to Chrift. But her benev- 
olence was not confined to 
wifhes and prayers. It was 
ative in promoting religion 
by her modeft and’ prudent 
council, reproof and conver- 
fation. For the poor her 
liberal foul devifed liberal 
things. And it was happy 
forthem and herfelf, that 
providence had furnifhed 
her with the means of grat- 
ifying ina confiderable de- 
gree her benevolent feelings. 
Not content with relieving 
the needy applicant, fhe 
fought out objects of char- 
ity. In the families of the 
poor in affliction fhe was a 
fympathetic and inftruétive 
vifitor, and liberally relieved 
their neceflities. 

Her laft ficknefs was a 
confumption, preceded by 
a fever. ‘It was long, but 
attended with little acute 
pain, and her great weak- 
nefs but ina imall degree 
impaired the . vigour and 
activity of her mind. ‘This 
fhe viewed as a diftinguifhed 


favour, and often mentioned. 


with lively gratitude. In 
her ficknefs and in the near 
views of death her fenti- 
ments of religion, her views 
of herfelf, and the exercifes 


of her mind were fimilar to 
what they had. been in 
health. She: viewed herfelf 
as a great finner, and expect- 
ed falvation only through 
the Redeemer. She had a 
lively fenfe of the impor- 
tance of an intereft in 
Chrift, of the deceitfulnefs. 
of the human heart, and 
the awful confequences of 
being deceived. Unwilling 
to indulge hopes, which 
were not founded on the 
moft decifive evidence, fhe 
had many fears and doubts, 
and during moft of her fick- 
nefs a gloom hung over. her 
mind. Yet fhe was calm, 
patient and refigned. In 
relating the paft exercifes 
of her mind, fhe obferved, 
“‘ fhe had never had thofe 
diftinguifhing evidences of 
her - religious ftate with 
which fome had been favor- 
‘ed, and thought it beft that 
fhe had not, as her fears and 
doubts might have ferved to 
keep her more humble, 
watchful and earneit in 
ftriving.”’ She now -earn- 
eftly defired and fought. for 
full and clear evidence, but 
it was with fubmiflion to 
the will of God, who knew 
what was beft and moft for 
his glory. Notwithftand- 
ing: this folicitude, fhe ap- 
peared remarkably fupport- 
ed, and enjoyed no incon- 
fiderable degree of religious 
comfort and confolation. 
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Her moft pleafing frames 
were Often in the night. 
On this account fhe wifhed 
to fleep alone, when fhe was 
very weak, that fhe might 
enjoy them  undifturbed. 
Though for many years her 
mind. had often been exer- 
cifed with fears and doubts, 
yet fhe obferved that the 
pleafures and comforts of 
religion in the prefent life 
were far more than a com- 
penfation for thefe and the 
reftraints and felf-denial it 


enjoined. 
Through tha whole of 
her ficknefsfhe had a moft 


grateful fenfe of the kind- 
nefs of God in the many 
alleviating circumftances and 
comforts fhe enjoyed, The 
goodnefs of God and benev- 
olence of the Saviour in the 
redemption of man was a 
fubjeét, on which fhe could 
not converfe without fenfi- 
bie emotion, and feldom 
sould fupprefs her tears of 

atitude. The kindnefs of 
Ger friends and her acquain- 
tance often deeply affected 
her. In the -y ftages of 
her diforder fhe had but _it- 
tle expectations of recover- 
ing from it, and through the 
whole gave evidence, that 
death had been no ftranger 
to her thoughts. Refigned 
to the will of heaven her- 
felf, fhe earnefily defired her 
friends alfo might be. For- 
tified by rcligion, and fup- 





ported by a divine arm, fhe 
beheld the approaches of 
death without difmay, and 
converfed on the fubject 
with the greateft calmnefs. 
Some days previous to her 
death, her doubts were difli- 
pated, and fhe enjoyed that 
clear light and full fatisfac- 
tion of mind, fhe had long 
anxioully defired. And in 
pofieffion of her reafon, with 
hopes full of immortality, 
undifmayed, and with per- 
fect ferenity of mind, fhe en- 
countered the king of ter- 
rors, put off her tabernacle 
of flefh, and as we truft fell 
afleep in Jefus, ‘Thus lived, 
and thus died, on the 30th 
of October, 1806, aged 38, 
this excellent woman, deep- 
ly lamented by the church 
of which fhe was an orna- 
ment, and by all her nume- 
rous acquamtance.  Rea- 
der, be a follower of them, whe 
through faith and patience are 
now inheriting the promifes. 
Q. L. 


Seen 
—_—_——_ 


THE CAPTIVE DAMSEL, 
No. LV. 


Ix a former number we 
confidered the importance 
of the religious education of 
our children, both for their 
own fecurity and ufefulnefs, 
as they might go abroad, and 
be expofed to the fnares and 


ba 


The Captive Damfel. 403 


temptations of falfe reli- 
ion,or have an opportu- 
hity, like the Ifraelitifh maid, 
to recommend the chriftian 
religion, and allure to its 
peotefiion and practice. Few 
will probably feel the force 
of this motive from the idea 
and intention that their chil- 
dren fhould not be fo expof- 
ed. If they fhould not, if 
they fhould always refide a- 
mong their own people, and 
in a Jand where the chriftian 
inftitutions are regularly dif- 
penfed, yet they are not to 
be always children ; they 
muft foon occupy the fta- 
tions which we now fill, and 
difcharge the duties which 
are now incumbent upon us. 
The church and the world 
muft derive from them the 
fupporters and defenders of 
their deareft interefts, and 
through them they muft be 
handed down to fucceeding 
generations ; to them the 
difpenfation of the gofpel 
muft be committed, and 
by them the church of 
Chrift be maintained, if it be 
not removed out of its place. 
They muft fill the various 
offices of government, and 

uard the rights and privi- 
sea of the citizen, with 
a due eftimation of their 


worth, and difcernment of 


their delicate connexion 
with the rights of govern- 
ment. What is fo impor- 
tant, what fo directly tends 


u 


to qualify them for this im- 
portant intruftment, as a 
virtuous and religious ed- 
ucation? They, who have 
known the icriptures from 
their youth, who have had 


their hearts impreffed with | 


a fear of God, and venera- 
tion for his majefty ; who 
have been trained up in the 
nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, are more likely to 
feel and difcharge their ob- 
ligations to God and to 
man, to be ornaments and 
pillars in the houfe of God, 
than they who have grown 
up in ignorance and irreg- 

arity, following uncontrol- 
led, the ways of their hearts 
and the fight of their eyes, 
fulfilling the defires of the 
flefh and of the mind; they 
are more likely to feek the 
grace of God and to obtain 
it, and trained up in the way 
they fhould go, when they 
are old, not to depart from 
it. 

A religious education is 
not lefs important, except 
as the object is inferior, to 
qualify characters to aéct in 
civil and fecular concerns ; 
for if we fuppofe that God 
has no regard to the relig- 
ious principles, or moral 
and religious charatter of 
nations and people in his 
difpenfations towards them ; 
yet minds moulded by reli- 


gious knowledge, and hab- 


its formed under the difci- 
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pline of a virtuous education, 
are prepared to be good ru- 
lers and good citizens, to be 
men that will feek the wealth 
and profperity of fociety, and 
{peak peace to the genera- 
tion that is coming after 
them. While, on the other 
hand children left to them- 
felves, growing up without 
religious inftruction and 
reftraints, indulging in diflt- 
pation and infubordination 
are fitted to be tyrants in 
power, fycophants in expec- 
tation, and movers of fac- 
tion and fedition in the rank 
of private citizens, But is 
it poflible to perfudade our- 
felves that God does not 
concern himfelf with the af- 
fairs of men, or that their 
character and conduct have 
no influence upon his difpen- 
{ations ? Do not hiftory and 
experience forbid fuch a per- 
fuafion? It is by God kings 
reign and princes decree juf- 
tice; by him judges rule, 
and nobles, yea, all the in- 
habitants of the earth. It is 
as public bedies and nations 
only, that God punifhes or 
rewards in the prefent life. 
He has faid, Righteoufnefs 
exaltetha nation, but finis the 
reproach of any people. The 
righteous Lord loveth right- 
eoufnefs ; his countenance 
doth behold the upright, but 
the face of .the Lord is a- 
gainft them that do evil. The 
righteous, pious, praying 


people are the chariots of 2 
nation and their horfemen ; 
they are their fhield and 
their men of war. Mofes by 
his interceflion repeatedly a- 
verted impending judgments 
from the head of Ifrael. A- 
braham with his handful of 
trained fervants; trained 
more, it is prefumed, in the 
principles of religion and the 
habits of devotion; than, in 
the ufe of arms, furprifed 
and fubdued a victorious ar- 
my, and refcued from them 
their prifoners and. their 
{poil. Had there been but 
ten righteous perfons in Sod- 
om, for their fakes would its 
awful deftruction have been 
delayed. : 
As the profperity and 
happinefs of all governments 
depend upon the favour and 
providential influence. of 
God, {o virtue and piety are 
to all of immenfe import- 
dnce ; but to governments in 
no form are they fo neceila- 
ry asto republican govern- 
ments. In thefe the re- 
{ponfibility is diffufed thro’ 
the whole mats of the pzo- 
ple, and equally diffufive 
fhould be the reign and influ- 
ence of virtuous principle. — 
Republican governments 
can never be maintained but 
where enlightened, well-in- 
formed minds are controlled 
by pious and pure hearts, 
where the citizens are con- 
{cious of their dependance 
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upon God and accountable- 
nefsto him. Can this be 
expected in the neglects of 
the pemeias education of 
children ? The republican is 
juftly eulogized as the moft 
rational and happieft form 
of government. Fora vir- 
tuous and religious people 
it doubtlefs is; but for a 
people, that have no juit 
claim to this character, it is 
the worft that can be devifed. 

If we then with to preferve 
our civil and political infti- 
tutions, which we have ob- 
tained at great expenfe and 
hazard, of which we profefs 
to be jealous, and in which 
we glory—the only rational 
hope of accomplifhing the 
defirable Obje& is to be feru- 
puloufly attentive to the re- 
ligious education of dur chil- 
dren; to reftore to them, 
and preferve in them the 
reign of principle, that they 
may fear God and regard 
man, and live foberly, right- 
eoufly and godlily in the 
world. An education iflu- 
ing in fuch effects will difpofe 
them to be quiet, and to do 
their own bufinefs—fulfil- 
ling the duties of their ita- 


tions with fidelity and 
promptnefs, as unto the 
Lord, and not to man. 


Zi 


[From the Eva angelical Intelligenc 
publifoed at Philadelphia ah W. W. P. 
Farrand. } . 


ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE 
BODY AT THE RESURRECTION, 


©The trumpet: © fhall: 
found, and the dead thall be 
raifed ‘incortuptible, and we 
fhall be changed.” To this. 
change it 1s impoflible for the _ 
thoughts of the believer too” 
frequently to advert. In’ 
proportion to the attention 
we give the fubject, will our 
minds be ftruck with a view > 
of its grandeur and impor- 
tance. Defirous of becom- 
ing increafingly acquainted 
with every doctrine of di- 
vine truth; of obtaining 
more expanded; more “dif- 
tinct views of what we feel 
and acknowledge to be of 
{upreme importance, we re- 
joice that we have the Scrip-. 
tures to guide us in all our 
inquiries, which never fail 
to give tothe humble and ~ 
enquiring mind all the infor- 
mation it can defire—all 
that is neceflary for fpiritu- 
al improvement and 9 
tion. 


The gofpel of Chrift o- 
pens a new world—it draws 
afide the curtain of futurity, 
and we are ftruck with a 
difclofure of the great reali- 
ties of the other world. 


Life and immortality are 
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brought to light by the gof- 
pel. The refurrection of 
the dead, independent of 
the wonderful circumftances 
with which it is connected, 
is an event wonderfully 
{trange :—the bare idea is 


enough to overwhelm the 


human mind. But what 
are thofe circumftances con- 
nected with it? Behold, He 
who isthe refurrection and 
the life, whofe voice fhall a- 
wake the fleeping dead, and 
raife them from their beds 
of death, in which for ages 
they have refted—He wilt 
effect a change in their bod- 
ies, glorious beyond all de- 
{cription, beyond the utmoft 
itretch of conception. Not 
by any long-laboured pro- 
cefs, but in a moment, in 
the twinkling of aneye! 
Does the chriftian ask, 
What, then, fhal]l our bod- 
ies be like ? Paul anfwers 
the queftion, Phil. iii. 21. 
Who fhall change thefe vile 
bodies, and make them /:ze 
unto bis own glorious body.— 
Like unto his own glorious 
body! What chriftian can 
read thefe words without 
being filled with furprize 
and admiring gratitude ! 
If we turn tothe account 
given us of our Lord’s tranf- 
figuration, Matt. xvii. we 
fhall find ourfelves not left 
to uncertain conjeéture, as 
te_his glorious body—what 
now it is, and what our bod- 


ies hereafter fhall be. « Is it 
not probable, that the. tranf- 
figuration was defigned, at. 
leaftin part, to give a repre- 
{entation of Jefus in his glo- 
vified ftate? His face did 
fhine as the fun, and his rat- 
ment was white as the light. 
Now it is aflerted by the 
apoftle, that the bodies of 
the faints fhall be made like 
unto his: aud isit poflible 


that thefe bodies of our hu- | 


miliation fhould become fo 
glorious? Let the voice of 
rejoicing be heard in the 


tabernacle of the righteous, 


for it fhall be fo, our God 
hath fpoken it. Now, in- 
deed, we are reminded, by 
every circumftance connec- 
ted with our prefent ftate 
of exiftence, that thefe bod- 
ies which we inhabit are 
vile bodies, in a lamentable 
flate of degradation. How 
frequently is the body the 
fubject of long and waiting 
difeafe——-of excruciating 
pains! How often does it 
provea clogtothe foul, damp- 
ing the ardour of its devo- 
tions, retarding its progreis, 
and checking its flight to- 
ward heaven! how much is 
it the feat of vile pailions 
and unhallowed propentfi- 
ties! often facly deformed, 
eafily fhattered and broken 
down, carrying along with 
it principles of diflolution, 
which bring it to difhonour- 
able corruptionin the grav: 





—there to be infulted, as it 
were, by the meaneft rep- 
tiles that crawl !—Did our 
profpeét here terminate, 
nothing could be more 
gloomy! but we look for- 
ward :—thefe bodies fhall be 
changed—thefe bodies, which 
fin has robbed of all honour, 
and clothed with every badge 
of difgrace—thefle bodies 
fhall be made like unto 
Chrift’s glorious body. 
Struck with a view of thie 
greatnefs of the change, the 
difficulties that ftand in the 
way, perhaps the chrittian is 
ready to afk, How can it be 
accomplifhed ? State your 
difficulties, and let us fee if 
they will.not all vanifh be. 
fore what the {criptures fay 
upon this point. The dif- 
memberment of the compo- 
nent parts of the body, its 
particles, it may be, are dif- 
perfed into every quarter of 
the globe. Intermixed with, 
and forming a part of other 
bodies, how is it poflible for 
all the particles that belong 
to that body, to be collected 
and united? Do you believe, 
that with Gad all things are 
poflible ? Then recollect, that 
what is impoiéiible with men, 
is not fo with him. And if 
he was able at firft, from the 
duft of the earth, to form 
bodies fo ftrangely, fo won- 
derfully, fo exquifitely con- 
ftructed, as ours are, he will 
tind no difliculty in collecting 


Transformation of the Body at the Refurredtion. 207 





and uniting their component 
parts inthat day of which 
we fpeak. But, it may be 
added, the body, while in the 
grave, feemsunder the total 
dominion 6f death, and is in 


‘that ftate which bears evi- 


dent marks of being a -ftate 
of punifhment ; for, by fin, 
death entered into the world, 
How then fhall it be deliver- 
ed? This difficulty difap- 
pears, when the obedience 
and death of Jefus, with his 
glorious refurrection, as the 
{urety and reprefentative of 
his people, is taken into con- 
fideration. He rofe as the 
firft fruits: Death could not 
detain our glorious Head 
within his dominions, nor 
fhall he be able to hold in 
fubjection, beyond the ap- 
pointed moment, one of his 
members. ‘They are already 
rifen reprefentatively ;— 


And as the Lord our Saviour rofe, 
So all his followers muft. 


Is it ftill ftated, as a diffi- 
culty, that the change is fo 
extraordinarily great, as _al- 
moft to ftagger belief? Yes ; 
it is indeed great, and great- 
er {till than we even imagine. 
If the fcriptures didnot pre. 
{ent us with an agent who, 
we are convinced, is more 
than adequate to the pro- 
duction of this change, the 
accomplifhment of it might 
be difputed. But there can 
be no difpute; and every. 
difficulty ought to be obvi- 
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ated, on hearing an apoftle 
ufe this language, when {peak- 
ing on this fublime and io. - 
ly interefting fubjegt—* Ac- 
cording to the working, 
wherebyhe isable,evento fub- 
due all things unto himfelf.” 
More than t is, the believer 
cannot defire. This anfwers 
every queftion, and fully fat- 
isfies hismind. Our J efus i is 
almighty. ‘What enemy is 
he unable to fubdue? already 
he has bruifed Satan’s rat 
already he has obtained a, fig. 
nal victory over death, and, 
ere long, he will be its final 
deftruction. Shouts of vic- 
tory fhall iffue from the lips 
of millions upon millions! 
The faints fhall rife and 
fhine ;—fhine with a luftre 
beyond the fplendour of the 
fun’s meridian blaze, and 
fhall have dominion! Let 
the poor body, then, be fown 
in corruption, it fhall be raif- 
ed in incorruption ; fown in 
difhonour, i it fhall be raifed 
in glory ; fown in weaknefs, 
it fhall be raifed in power ; 
fown a natural body, it 
fhallbe raifed a /piritual body. 
Such fhall thefe bodies of our 
humiliation then be--—in- 
corruptible, glorious, power- 
ful, and {piritual bodies! 
~The fubjet will produce a 
train of important ‘thoughts 
in the believing mind: ‘nor 
will he fail practically to im- 
rove it; he will feel the fub- 
ect operate as a ftimulus to 
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increafing purity of heart, 
for he that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himfelf; he 
will feek, under the influ. 
ences of almighty grace, to 
become increafingly holy. 

Underall his pains, afflictions, 
weaknefles, and temptations, 
he willdraw ftrong cenfo- 
lation from a profpe@ of 
this glorious transformation, 
when he fhallbe invaded by 
pains, afflictions, and tempta- 
tions no more! when he 
fhall be what he could with, 

and have what he could with, 

be like, and be with him for- 
ever. By dwelling much 
upon the fubject, he will find 
it alfo to operate in difarming 
death of many of his terrors, 
and fortifying his mind a- 
gainft its approach. 


“¢ Break facred morning thro’ the 
skies, 

Bring that delightful, dreadful day ; 

Cut fhort the hours, dear Lord, and 
come, 

Thy ling’ring wheeis, how long they 
flay ! 199 

W..F. 


ee) 
—_—_—_—_—— 


THE DEFINITION OF A PARABLE. 
[From Scoti’s Bible.) 


A PARABLE or fable is a 
defcriptive picture, which 
fhews the fimilitude of an e- 
vent or action in lively col- 
ours, and conveys to the 
mind the perception of fome 
important truth, to which 
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it was previoully inattentive, 
or againft which it was prej- 
udiced. By this manage- 
ment, thofe things are _plac- 
edina proper light which 
before were mifapprehend- 
ed, and thofe made evident 
which before feemed doubt 
ful; the fubject is ftripped 
of fuch circumftances as do 
not properly belong to it ; 
the trouble of a long train of 
arguments being f{pared, the 
caufe is brought to a com- 
pendiovs decifion; reafon 
and confcience are induced 
to pafs fentence before {elf- 
love is confulted ; and aman, 
for 2 moment asit were, im- 
pofed upon, in order to his be- 
ing proftably vwundeceived. 
The truth of a parable lies 
in the inftruction contained 
in it: and the feigned cir- 
cumftances being known to 
be fuch, areno ways inconfift- 
ent with veracity, but great- 
ly fubferve the cayfle of 
truth ; conveying it in an a- 
greeable and unfufpected 
manner to the mind. 


_-- 


For the Magazine. 


THOUGHTS ON THE CONDITION OF 
MAN IN A GLORIFIED STATE. 


Reason and revelation a- 
sree in afferting that there 
belongs to human nature a 
fpirit, which, being immate- 
tial,is naturally incapable of 


diffolution: Philofophy and 
religion unite in maintaining 
that ideas of immortality are 
connatural to the foul of 
man. Thefe ideas are, no 
doubt, divinely inwrought 
in the conftitution of minds. 
Nor does reafon fuggeft a 
more noble reflection to man, 
than that his immortal foul 
pofiefles in itfelf a capacity 
for ever-during exiftence. 
There is, indeed, to hu- 
man creatures fomething 
very awful in the thought, 
that they have an eternity 
before them. ‘To be always 
progrefling, but. never to 
come to an end—never, nev- 
er approach nearer an end, 
is afluredly an amazing and 
overwhelming idea. But 
there is fomething, however, 
in this thought as pleafant 
as it is awful. How inipir- 
ing is the aflurance that the 
human foul fhall exult in the 
enjoyment of immortal 
youth, when the fun fhall be 
extinguifhed in eternal dark- 
nefs, and the moon fhall ceafe 
to fhine! When the heavens 
fhall be wrapped together as 
a fcroll, and the elements 
fhall melt with fervent heat ! 
When the earth and all the 
works that are therein fhall 
be diffolved ! How elevating, 
O man, is the conception, 
that the exiftence of thy fou! 
will be but juft commencing, 
when millions of ages, fur- 
pafling, all compreherficn, 
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and baffling all computation, 
thall have been expended! 
Nothing can exceed the 
grandeur of this idea, unlefs 
it be that interminable line 
of heavenly excellence and 
glory which awaits the fouls 
of God’s redeemed. 

‘There is not in religion a 
more joyful and triumphant 
confideration than that the 
perfection, the happinefs and 
glory of ranfomed man fhall 
be carried on in the heavens 
above, without ever arriving 
at its final period. Nor can 
any confideration fo com- 
pletely fatisfy the ambition 
of an intelligent and immor- 
tal foul. Cold and dead is 
that heart that does not glow 
at the thought “ of be- 
bolding the face of God in 
righteoufnefs,” and of awak- 
ening, after the fleep of 
death, invefted with the di- 
vine likenefS. | Obdurate 
and infenfible is that foul 
that is not raifed to rapture 
at the profpect of fhining 
with eternal glory, and fee- 
ing God as he is, in the un- 
interrupted communion of 
the heavenly ftate. The 
glimpfes of future glory that 
break through the clouds 
which now furround us, are 
cnough to make us figh and 
languifh for the brightnefs 
of the perfeéteday. 

The beft conceptions that 
we can form of heaven in 
the prefent imperfect fate, 


are defective, low and mean : 
Profeffions of the religion of 
the bible, notwithftanding all 
their advantages for attain- 
ing light and knowledge, too 
often cherifh notions of 
heaven, that are grovelling 
andinjurious. This is ufu- 
ally the refult of retaining 
too clofely the ideas fuggett- 
ed by thofe bodily objects to 
which the eftate of future 
glory is compared. When the 
{criptures fpeak of heaven, 
they defcribe it in figures 
drawn from objects moft 
magnificent and admired. 
Some of the facred writ- 
ers repréefent it by the im- 
agery of ahoufe, a father’s 
houfe with many manfions. 
Others again depicture it asa 
city—embracing every con- 
venience, every elegance, 
and every delight. “ For we 
know, that if our earthly 
houfe of this tabernacle were 
diffolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. In my father’s 
houfe are many manfions ; 
if it were not fo, ] would 
have told you, I go to pre- 
parea place for you. Ye 
are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the liv- 
ing God. And the city had 
no need of the fun, neither 
of the moon to fhine in it, 
forthe glory of God did 
lightenit, and the Lambeis 
the light thereof.” In fome 
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paflages, John, the revelator, 
exhibits heaven under the 
appearance of a feaft—a roy- 
al nuptial—a marriage fup- 
per. In others, he fets it 
forth as a throne—The 
throne of God and of glory. 
And he faith unto me, 
Write, Blefled are they 
which are called unto the 
marriage fupper of the Lamb. 
To him that. overcometh, 
willl grant to fit with me 
in my throne, even asJ al- 
fo overcame, and am fet 
down with my Father in his 
throne. When the facred 
volumes depicture the pu- 
rity, the happinefs and glo- 


ry of ranfomed fouls, in the 


prefence of God and the 
Lamb, they {peak of garments 
wafhed in the blood of Jefus- 
of white robes—of palms 
and crowns. ‘“ Thefe are 
they that have wafhed their 
garments, and have made 
them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. I beheld and, lo, 
a great multitude which no 


man could number, of all na-- 


tions, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, ftood 
before the throne, and be. 


fore the Lamb, clothed with 


white robes, and palms -in 
their hands. 
about the throne were four 
and twenty feats; and upon 
the feats I faw four and 
twenty elders fitting, clothed 
in white raiment; and they 
hadon their heads crowns 


And round 


of gold.” Thefe and fuch- 
like delineations are not to 
be literally | underftood. 
They muft be underftood to 
reveal the glories of heaven, 
and the felicities of ranfomed 
fouls, juftas the Jewith types 
did the glories of Chrift, and 
his Kingdom, to which they 
pointed. They teach us the 
nature of heaven and of the 
blifs of Saints there, only as 
artificial letters ferve to teach 
little children to fpell the 
names of things before they 
know any thing of the 
things themfelves And 
fuch little children indeed 
are we all, in this benighted, 
imperfect ftate. As fuch we 
{peak ; as fuch we think on 
this vaft, this. all important 
fubject. We now fee through 
a glafs, and darkly. It does 
not yet appear what we fhall 
be. We cannot defcribe the 


fpirits of juft men made per~ 


fect. We have not powers 
of perception which can trace 
them into the higher and 
brighter regions. We have 
not words with which to re- 
prefent their glorious affec- 
tions—their immortal tranf- 
ports. No, thefe are fubjects 
too vaft for the tongues of 


men and angels. ; 
O could we behold the 


happy, the ranfomed foul, 
that, having pafled the valley 
of the fhadow of ‘death, juit 
finds itfelf in life, what an 


object would be prefented te. 
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our admiring fight! How af- 
tonifhing, how tran{fporting ! 
‘Thus we fhould fee a foul 
that had been immerfed in 


fiefh; and debafed with fin; 


refined and glorified; ‘not 
enclofed in a furrounding 
glory only, but elevated and 
adapted to it by'a vital cor- 
refponding principle within. 
Could we hear the glorified 
Spirit before thé throne of 
God and the Lamb, fuch ac- 
cents as thefe would faluté 
ourears: This, O this is 
the foul where oncetheprince 
of darkuiefs held the throne 
—where devils and dragons, 
luft and corruptions dwelt 
fecure at home. But it is 
now pardoned ; but it is 
now cleanfed; and is now an 
habitation for the holy One. 
O, amazing grace! Once 
this foul was covered in dark- 
nefs, and buried in death. 


But now eternal light and 


life reign in it. How vaft 


the principle! Ever inex: 


hauftible! Always immuta- 
ble! O, to beeternally fixed ; 


to be everlaftingly fupported 


under an exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory; and 
made uncedfingly active in it! 
Eternity —itfelf, afluredly, 
a never ending eternity: will 
be fhort enough to adore this 
grace. 
God everlaftingly ring with 


the praifes of Him who was 


flain, and lias‘ redeemed’ me 
unto God by his blood. He 


Let the heavens of: 
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loved me when I was loftand © 


vile. He pardoned me whert 
I was obnoxious to wretch- 
ednefs and wrath. He twitft- 
ed the cords of his love a- 
round my heart, and drew it 
to himfelf. And now he has 
perfected me forever. And 
where,°O where has he 
brought me! It is good to 
be here. I longed, I wreft- 
led, I laboured to get 
here. And now I have 
obtained Hallelujah,falvation; 
and glory, and honour, and 
bleffing, and praife be unto 
HIM, who hath loved me; 
and waflied me from my fins 
in his own blood, and made _ 
me aking and a prieft unto — 
God forever.” «| Fe | 
_ Happy, beyond expreflion 
happy is the tranfition which 
the friends of God do’ make 
in death. From a world of 

fin and forrow they pafs to — 
aworld of purity and joy; 
of ferenity and peace. Fall- 
ing afleep in the Lord, they 
awake in his blifsful pref- 
ence. Their fouls arife all 
pure’ and fpotlefs, to man- 
fions of immaculate holinefs. 
Here they are admitted to 
the unveiled vifion of ‘God, 


~ and of the Lamb: 


Think, ‘chriftian reader; 
of thy moft noble, thy moft 
{piritual exercifes and enjoy- 
ments. Imagine all thefe 
exercifes to be perfectly 
purified-and‘fublimed. Sup- 
pofe the capacities of thy 











{dul enlarged to the utmoft, 
and ftrengthened to endure 
an eternal weight of glory ; 
and this perhaps will be as 
juft a view of heavenly blef- 
fednefs as we cah take at 

refent. | 

To behold the face of God 
in glory; to be filled with 
his fulnefs ; to bear his like- 
nefs ; to dwell forever in his 
blifsful prefence ; thefe, thefe 
are the things; which feem 
td conftitute the fcripture 
reprefentation of a glorified 
itate. But oh! what un- 
{canned heights; what un- 
founded ‘depths are here! 
Who can fpeak the glorious 
joys, which no eye hath feen, 
no ear hath heard, no heart 
conceived. ‘To be releafed 
from this encumbering flefh, 
and fly at large through 


boundlefs etherial , worlds ; » 


to be introduced to the pal- 
ace of the enthroned King; 
efcorted by angelic throngs 
—robed ini light, and crown- 
ed with life eternal—to be 
transformed into an image 
of divine purity, and made 
holy as God is holy—to be 
accepted and embraced by a 
triumphant Redeemer, and 
dwell forever in his bo- 
fom of love—to be put a- 
mong thechildren,beyondthe 
reach of fin, fecure from all 
temptation, and made inca- 
pable of another fall—How 
tranfporting is the profpect ! 


How ravifhing the thought! | 


cc 
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Chriftian reader, fhall we 
one day mingle with an in- 
numerable company of an- 
gels, and be more honoured 
and more beloved than 
they? Shall our -eyes be- 
hold the King in his beauty, 
and our ears hear his life- 
conferring voice? Shall our 
fect walk the golden ftreets 
of the New Jerufalem on 
high, and our tongues pro- 
claim his praifes forever 
more? Shall we ere long 
ceafe to lie among the pots, 
and put on the wings of a 
dove—wings as of filver, 
with feathers as of yellow 
gold! Is not the very 
throught enough to make 
us long to break from our 
imprifoned ftate, and efcape 
into life eternal ? Who, that 
loves God ; that longs’ for 
the unveiled fight of his 
glorious face, and the un- 
cloying. enjoyment of his 
prefence and favour, can for-’ 
bear to cry--Come the dear 
day ; how long, O Lord! 
how Jong ! } 

Terminate hot tlien, O 
my foul; and thou, intelli- 
gent reader, terminate not 
thy purfuits on this fide the 
grave. Afpire toglory, hon- 
our and blefled immortality. 
Fix every thought and eve- 
ry pure affection on that 
blifsful world where all is_re- 
al and all unfading. Cleave 
to Jefus Chrift, and all fhall 
be forever well, FipELis. 
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SNIMITABLE PERFECTION OF THE 
GOSPEL. 


Tue Gofpel of Chriit is like a 
feal or fignet, of fuch divine engrav- 
ing, that no created power can 
counterfeit it; and when the Spirit 
of God has ftamped this Gofpel on 
the foul, there are fo many holy and 
happy lines drawn or imprefled 
thereby, fo many. facred fignatures 
and divine features ftamped on the 
mind, that “give certain. evidence 
both of-a heavenly fignet and a heav= 
enlyaperator. : WATTS. 


eres 
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LETTER 


FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON» ON 
THE OBSERVANCE OF. THE LORD’S 
DAY. 


Feb. 16, 1807: | 
My dear Son, 

You requeft.my advice as. 
to the manner in-which the 
fabbath is to be. obferved. 

That a. right anfwer. may 
be rendered to the queftion, 
it. is necedlary to. confider 
what was the, main defign, 
forwhich the. fabbath was 
appointed. This. main de- 
fign was the {piritual im- 
provement of mankind—the 
preparation for an_ eternal 
ftate, The ordinary bufinefs 


of life requires much atten. 


tion; and fuch.is the indif- 
pofition of man to. religious 
employments, that he would 
gladly excufe himfelf from 
engaging in them, by-plead- 
ing the urgency of oiheray- 
ocations. 

To prevent this, God has 


1 
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been pleafed, to ordain, that 
a feventh part of the time 
fhall be. exclufively devoted 
to religious purpofes, On 
the Lord’s day, our great ob- 
ject fhould be to obtain a 
knowledge of God, and our 
relationto him,andthe duties 
thence refulting ; to become 
acquainted. with our own 
ftate, and the method in 
which our future eternity 
may be blefled. 

If fuch be the great,defign 
of the fabbath, whatever em- 
ployments. are, conducive to 
this. defign, muft be fuitable 
to the occafion; and thofe, 
which militate with this, de- 
fign, muft be unfuitable, 

Keeping this rule in view, 
you. will. eafily determine. as 
to the lawfulnefs. of many 
practices, which prevail on 
the fabbath. . 

Can you fuppofe that the 
reading of newfpapers, or of 
common hiftory, promotes 
the great defign for which 
the fabbath was appointed ? 
Such reading I would highly 
commend on other. occa- 
fions, but is it fuitable.for 
the fabbath? Has it any 
more tendency to increafe 
your knowledge-of God and 
his gofpel, and produce obe- 
dience. and fubmiffion of. 
heart—has it any more ten- 
dency to prepare you for the 
eternal world, than. any. oth- 
er employment whatever, 
{uch as military. exercife.or | 
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manual labour ? Reading and 
ftudy are employments no 
more fvitable for the fab- 
bath, than any other, unlefs 
the fubject on which you 
read and meditate, be ‘of a 
ferious nature. To ftudy a 
mathematical problem, or to 
read a treatife‘on hufbandry 
or gardening, is as truly a 
profanation of the: fabbath, 
as to till your ground, or 
cultivate your plants. 

Many people are of opin- 
ion, that the fabbath is not 
profaned as long as they keep 
within doors, and do not 
openly engage in labour or 
amufements. Their confcien- 
ces do not reproach them, 
either for fpending the time 
in floth, or the moft idle 
converfation. Can it pof- 
fibly be, that they, who judge 
and act thus, honaur the fab- 
bath and comply with the 
defign, for which it was ap- 
pointed ? Is a knowledge of 
God obtained—is the great 
bufinefs of religion advanced 
by lying in bed, fauntering 
from room to room, or by 
defcanting on habits of drefs, 
the awkwardneis or civility 
of individuals,: their fuccefs 
in bufinefs, or the eftimation 
in which they are held? 

Parents, who thus fpend 
the fabbath, teach their chil- 
dren to profane it more o- 
penly. ‘The latter will argue 
thus: “There can be no 
more harm in my. amufing 


215 
myfelf in the fields, or in 
taking a ufeful journey, than 
inamufing mytelf at homeby 
irreligious books, ‘or irrelig- 
ious converfation, If there 


‘be no fin in the one, there 


can be none in the other, If 
Jam at liberty to feek my 
own pleafure in the houfe 
on the Lord’s day, it cannot 
be finful to do it abroad.” 

This reafoning is, in my 
apprehenfion, perfectly con~ 
clufive. Were the premits 
true, the conclufion would 
be unavoidable. 

Riding on the fabbath for 
pleafure is fo flagrantly op- 
pofite to the defign of the 
fabbath, that fcarcely any 
perfon among us, who pre- 
tends to adhere to the bible, 
will attempt its juftification. 
There are many indeed, who 
indulge in this practice, but 
they are ufually fuch as are 
incapable of being reafoned 
with on chriftian principles, 
either becaufe they will not 
reafon, or becaufe they have 
no fettled belief in chriftian- 
ity. 

"You will find, that the 
practice of journeying on the 
fabbath is much more com- 
mon, and obtains among 
fome perfons, who would, by 
no means, be ranked among 
the irreligious. You will 
find fome profeflors of chrift- 
ianity, who not only look 
with no difapprobation on 
the practice; but on very 
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flight occafion allow them- 
felves 3 init. I well know,that 
ficknefs or death may juttify 
riding on the fabbath: J 
well know too, that exigenc- 
ies might be fo prefling, as 
not only to juftify, but even 
to require manual labour on 
that day. But what have 
thefe extreme cafes to do 
with thofe, which ordinarily 
occur? Is it fufficient reafon 
for riding on the Lord’s day, 
that expence will hereby be 
‘prevented? The fame reafon 

might be brought for labour- 
ing on the fabbath. By that, 
in many cafes, expenfe would 
be faved. Many perfons ride 
on the Lord’s day, avowedly 
from the principle of faving 
time. Now, on the fame 
principle, they might mow 
their fields, or gather in their 
harveft. But you will be 
told, perhaps, that perfons 
on a journey can employ 
their thoughts as well as if 
they were at home. 

It is far from being true, 
that a perfon in his own fam- 
ily has not far better ad- 
vantages for a right ufe of 
the fabbath, than one on a 
journey : but, generally 

jpeaking, they who make 
{uch a plea, are not the per- 
fons, who, either at home or 
abroad, are folicitonus to fanc- 
tify the fabbath. It is pofli- 
ble for a man to be very de- 
yotional, while his hands are 
engaged in common Jabour ; 


Obfervance of the Sabbath. 


will that juftify a man in 
plowing his ground, or gati- 
ering his fruit on the Lord’s 

day ? Suppofe perfons, who 
journey on the fabbath, are 
very deeply engaged i in pious 
meditation, (whether this 
be a common cafe, I leave 
you to judge) do the many, 
who fee them travelling, 
know that they are thus fe- 
rioufly employed ? Have they 
any more reafon to fufpect it 
of them, than of him, whom 
they fee cutting grafs or fell- 

ing timber? The example 
then will be in both cafes 


nearly the fame. 


There are many other 
ways of profaning holy time, 
than thofe J have mentioned. 
It will be fafe to judge of 
them by the rule Siar laid 
down, viz. their agreement 
or difagreemeft with the 
grand object, for which ho- 
ly time was appointed. 

I will now make a few ob- 
fervations more dire¢tly in 
an{wer to your queftion. 

One important part of the 
fabbath’s employment is the 
reading of {cripture arid oth- 
er books, which illuftrate 
{cripture do¢trines. 

No fubjects can poflibly be 
of fuch high intereft to man- 
kind, as thofe of which the 
bible treats. It fhows the 
true character of God, and 
the fervice which he requires 
of his rational offspring. It 
fhows the prefent guilty and 
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degraded ftate of man, the 
{cheme which has been di- 
vinely concerted for his ref- 
toration, and the conditions 
on which he may actually 
partake in this reftoration. » 

You can fcarcely help per- 
ceiving how much thefe fub- 
jects concern yourfelf, and 
with what humble impartial- 
ity you. ought to compare 
the exercifes of your own 
heart with thofe reprefenta- 
tions which the gofpel gives 
both of the faint and the 
finner, that you may learn 
which of thefe characters is 
moft like your own. Self-ex- 
amination muft, therefore, 
be an employment well fuit- 
ed to the Lord’s day. 

No inconfiderable part of 
the time ought to be {pent in 
public, domeftic and private 
devotion—in contemplating 
the character of God, ac- 
knowledging and admiring 
his perfections, in confefling 
your {ins before him, and be- 
feeching his mercy. 

Such amanner of {pending 
the fabbath as is here pre- 
{cribed will, doubtlefs, ap- 
pear quite unfafhionable ; but 
confider,my fon, if God have 
in fact appointed holy time, 
and if the fcriptures be in 
truth his word, which is he 
more likely to approve, fuch 
an obfervance of the fabbath 
as is here briefly defcribed, or 
fuch as ufually obtains among 
fafhionable people ? The pre- 
vailing neglect of the Lord’s 


day does not proceed from 
thecaufeto which many, with 
great felf-complaifance, at- 
tribute. it, viz. their being 
more enlightened than were 
their Me The fact is, 
that the latter knew and 
thought far more on the fub- 
ject of religion than they. 
Our anceftorsgenerally treat- 
ed the fabbath in fome good 
degree confiftently with the 
eae of it. 


But let it be well confider- 


ed,that whatever bethe max- 
ims of the world, they 
are not the rules, by which 
you willbe judged at the att 
day. Thofe, who now advo- 
cate thefe maxims, will then 
be filent. Far from defend- 


‘ing you, they will not be able 


to defend themfelves. Keep 
that great day in your view, 
and you will clearly perceive, 
that the friendfhip of the world 
is enmity againft God ; and 
that if any man love the world 
fupremely, and be in heart 
and life conformed to its 
principles. and habits, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 

lentreat you,my dear fon, 
to confider the fubject of this 
letter with that deep and fol- 
emn attention to which it is 
entitled ; and may God grant 
you a heart not only to hon- 
our the fabbath, but to live 
in all the commandments and 


-ordinancesof the Lord blame- 


lefs. So prays your affec. 


tionate father, 
Geeree K.* eee ee. 
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Sire Matthew Hales diretiion to his 
children for ‘keeping the LORD’S 
day, 


‘ 


1. I woutp not have 
you meddle with any recre- 
ations, paftimes, or ordinary 
work of your calling, from 
Saturday night at eight o’- 
clock till Monday ‘morning. 
For though Iam not apt to 
think Saturday night any 
part of the chriftian fabbath, 
yetit is fitthen to prepare 
the heart for it.* 

2. Rife at leaft three 
hours before morning fer- 
mon, and when you have 
made yourfelf fully ready, 
and wafhed and fitted your- 
felf for the folemnity of the 


*iIt is generally conceded that 
a feventh part of time only is to be 
coniidered as holy; ‘but good men 
in all ages have been divided in o- 
pinion when that time commenced. 
‘The branch of the chriftian church, 
generally ftyled epifcopal, have or- 
dinarily confidered the evening fol- 
lowing the fabbath asholy. Is not 
the indecifion with-which this fub- 
jet is treated in feripture pretty 
manifeft intimation that God defign- 


ed neither evening should be fpent 


like other evenings of the week, 
butthat the preceding one fhould 
be ordinarily fpent in preparation 
for thé fabbath, and the other in 
fuch reflections, recolleétions and 
refolutions that the fabbath might 
not pafs off without leaving fome 
falutary impreffions. And if one 
who thought not Saturday night 
holy time, would have no common 
engagements puriued after eight o’- 
clock,’ they who think it holy 
time owght to relinguifh them much 
fooner. 


Directions to Youth for keeping the Sabbath. 


day, read at leaft two chap. 
ters in the Bible, and then 
gofolemnly to your private 
rayer, and defire of God 
his grace to enable you to 
fanctify his day; and after 
your private prayer read 
again your Bible, and let 
your reading be with atten- 
tion and obfervation. 

3. When you arein the 
public worfhip and fervice 
of God, be uncovered all the 
while of reading, praying or 
preaching. 

4. Kneel upon your knees 
at prayer. Stand up at the 
reading of the Pfalms, and at 
the firft and fecond leffon, 
and the Epiftle and Gofpel, 
the hymns and Creed; fo 
you fhall avoid offence, and 
give the famehonourtoevery 
part of the holy fcripture ; 
but ftand not upat reading 
of any apocryphal book, if 
any happen to be read. 

5. Sit at the fermon, and 


‘be. very attentive af your 


prayers,and in your hear- 
ing. Icommend your wri- 
ting the fermon, efpecially 


-till you are one or two and 


twenty years old, becaufe 
your minds are apt to wan- 


+ I¢ is well known that Sir Mat- 
thew Hale wasa churchman, and 
therefore his dire€tionsto his chil- 
dren are to conform to the modes 
and rules of that denomination ; but 
they will apply to any other, if 
we confider that his great object was 
to render them ferious, attentive and 
devout. 
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der, and writing the fermon 
fixeth them, and maketh 
them more attentive. 

6. When the minifter 
readeth any of the Pfalms 


or leffons, turn to them in. 


your Bible, and go along 
with, him; it will faften your 
attention, and prevent wan- 
dering thoughts. 

7. Be very attentive and 
ferious at Church ; ufe no 
laughing, nor gazing about, 
nor whifpering,, unlefs. it be 
to afk thofe by you fome- 
thing ofthe fermon that you 
flipped in writing. | 

8. Sing the finging Pfalms 
with the reft of the congre- 
gation. te 

g. After. fermon eat mod- 
erately at dinner, 
{paringly than plentifully on 
this day, that you may. be 
fit. for the afternoon’s, ex- 


ercife without drowfinefs or. 


dulnefs. 

ro. Walk half an hour 
after dinner in the garden, 
to digeft your meat, then 
go to your chamber, and 
perufe. your notes, or rec- 
ollec& what you remember 
of the. fermon, until it be 
church time. 

1a. If: you are well; be 
fure; you. go to’Church 
morning. and.afternoon, and: 
be.there before. the minifter 
begin, and ftay till he. hath 
ended; and all the while 
you. are. at. church, carry 


rather 
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yourfelf gravely, foberly and 
reverently. 
12. After evening fer- 


mon go up to your cham-. 


ber and reada chapter in 
the Bible, then examine 
what you have written, or re- 
collect what you heard. 


13. In all your fpeeches. 


or actions of this: day, let 


there be no lightnefs nor 


vanity; ufe no. running, 
or leaping, or playing, or 
wreftling; ufe no jetings 
or telling tales. or fooli 
ftories, no talk about. world: 
ly bufinefs ; but let your 
actions and {peech: be. fuch 
as. the day is, ferious and fac- 
red, tending to learn or in- 
ftrnét in. the great bufinefs. 
of-your knowledge of God} 
and his will and your own 
duty. 

14, After fupper and pray-. 
ers in the family, every one 
of you, at going to bed, 
kneel down upon your 
knees, and defire of God his 
pardon for what you have 
done amifs this day, and his 
blefling upon what: you have 
heard, and his acceptance of 
what you have endeavour- 
ed in his fervice. 

15. Perform all this. 
cheerfully, and_ uprightly, 


; 


and honeftly ; and count. it, 


not a burden toyou: for af- 
fure yourfelves you fhall find, 
a bleffing from God in fo dor 


ing; and remember it. is. 
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your father who tells you 
fo, who loves you, and will 
not deceive you ; and (which 
is more than all) remember 
that the eternal God hath 
promifed, ‘If thou turn 
away thy foot from the fab- 
bath, from doing thy pleaf- 
ure on my holy day, and call 
the fabbuth a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honoura- 
ble; and fhall honour him, 
not doing thine own ways, 
nor finding thine own pleaf- 


ures, nor {peaking thine own - 


words ; then fhalt thou de- 
light thyfelfin the Lord, and 
I will caufe thee to ride upon 
the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the her- 
itage of Jacob thy father, 
for the nouth of the Lord 


hath {poken it.” 
Odober 22, 1662. 


The preceding directions, tho’ 
not in all things according with the 
prefent age and manners, yet for 
their piety, purity, fimplicity and 
parental affe€tion, deferve the ferious 
attention of all who may read 
them. 


oe eee 


FRAGMENTS. 

“© Nature may abhor the 
crimes of others; but grace 
teaches to /oathe our own. 
Nature prompts us to pun- 
ith others with “‘feverity ; 
grace inclines us to ex- 
ercife feverity againft our 
own lufts, and tendernels’ to- 
wards others.” ~* *~ "  « 


F ragments. 


“ We fhould not judge 
of the goodnefs of a ‘caufe 
by its fuccefs; but muft 
wait for the final iffue of 
things, unlefs we can deter- 
mine it by the divine law. 
And if we are baffled in our 
endeavours, (though honeft- 
ly meant and zealoufly per- 
fiftedin) to ferve the caufe 
of God ; we ought not to 
infer, that we fhould defift, 
or to content ourfelves with 
our ill fuccefs: but we are 
reminded to inquire wheth- 
er we have begun our work 
at the right end? whether 
our private conduct do not 
blaft our public endeavours ? 
whether we have not beer 
precipitate tn our meafures ? 
whether we have duly ad- 
verted to our own charac- 
ters as finners, and are hab- 
itually exercifing “ repen- 
tance towards God,. and 
faith in our Lord Sefus 
Chrift ?’ whether we have 
not failed of humility and 
tendernefs towards others ; 
and by felf preference, and 
{clf confidence, provoked the 
Lord to leave us experimen- 
tally to learn what we are in 
ourfelves, and what we can 
do without him? Many an 
honeft and zealous. endeav- 
or in a good caufe, has at- 


tained but little fuceefs, for 


juch reafons as thefe.” 


but, a deep 


”y Mothing::1 
fenie of the importance of 
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eternal things, and a convic- 
tion of our guilt and need of 
a Saviour: nothing but that 
faith which is infeparably 
connected with true repent- 
ance and hatred of fin, and 
which works by love of 
Chrift, and his people, his 
truth, ordinances, and pre- 
cepts, will, in fuch a world as 
this, carry a man through 
all poflible temptation.” 


“© A filictions fliould be fub- 
mitted to, as the rebuke of 
God; and they remind us 
to exercifé repentance, and 
feek forgivenefs ; for every 
endeavour, by carnal policy, 
to evade correction, will e- 
ventually entangle us in 
greater difliculties. They 
wlio, by inconvenienctes or 
hardfhips, are eafily induced 
to change their fituations, 
feldom profper in this 
world; and provethat they 
do not underftand the real 
caufes of their uneafineds. 
Vor the difpleafure of God, 
and the pride and impatience 
of our hearts, cannot be a- 
voided by change of place or 
fituation ; and whilft thefe 
remain, they will. infli@ mif- 
ery whitherfoever we go.” 


-—_—_-_--- 
aa eeieadell 


FXYTRACT FROM MEMOIRS OF D&. 
DODDRIDGE. 


An event of a public, un- 
common nature, in which 
DD 


Dr. Doddridge was _particu- 
larly concerned, deferves to 


be related, as an evidence of 


his great benevolence, and 
for the fake of the ufeful re- 
flections he makes upon it. 
“ April 5th, 1741. At our 
aflize laft month, one Bry- 
an Connel, an /rifh Papif,, 
was convicted of the murder 
of Richard Brymley, about 
two yeatfs ago. The evi- 
dence againft him at his tri- 
al feemed full and ftrong ; 
but it chiefly depended on 
the credit of an infamous 
woman, who owned {lie had 
lived with him in adultery 
fome years. Theré were 
fome remarkable circum- 
{tances in the courfe of the 
trial, in which I thought the 
Providence of Gov wonder- 
fully appeared. ‘The prifon- 
er told a long ftory .of him- 
felf; but it was fo ill fup- 
ported, that I imagine no 
one in court believed it: I 
vifited him after his convic- 
tion, with a compaflionate 
view to his eternal concerns ; 
but inftead of being able by 
any remonftrances to per- 
fuade him to confefs the fa¢t, 
I found him fixedin a moft 
refolute denial of it. He 
continued to deny it the 
next day with fuch folemn, 
calm, but earneft appeals to 
heaven, and fervent cries 
that God would infpire fome 
with the belief of his inno- 
cence, that l was much jim. 
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prefled. As he defired to 
leave with me, at the time 
of his execution, a paper, in 
which he would give an ac- 
count of the places where, 
and the perfons with whom 
he was, when the murder 
was committed, 1 was fo 
{truck with the affair, that 
I obtained time of the Under 
Sheriff to make enquiry into 
the truth of what he had 
told me. 

Having fent a wife and 
faithful friend to Chefter te 
examine the evidence he ap- 
pealed to, [found every cir- 
cumftance, which the con- 
vict had afferted, proved ; 
and the concurrent tefiime- 
ny of five credible pertons at- 
.tefted, thathe was in Ched- 
ter when the murder was 
committed. Thefe teftimo- 
nies I laid before the Fudge 
by whom he was condemn- 
ed, for the deliverance of 
what, in my confcienceI kte- 
lieved, and do {till believe, 
to be innocent blood. But the 
Yudge did not think himfelf 
warranted to reprieve him, 
as the evidence given againg 
him by the wicked woman 
was materially confirmed by 
two other witnefles ; and be- 
caufe he thought the moft 
dangerous confequences 
might attendfuch an exam- 
ination of the affair as I pro- 
pofed. The convict was ac- 
cordingly executed! I had 
laboured with unwearied 


Estrad from Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge. 


pains and zeal both for the 
deliverance of his life, and the 
falvation of his foul. What 
made the cafe more affecting 
tome was, that nothing 
could be more tender than 
his expreflions of gratitude, 
and nothing more cheerful 
than this hope of deliverance 
had been. Among other 
things, 1 remember he faid, 
‘*Every drop of my blood 
thanks you.” He wifhed he 
might, before he died, have 
leave to kneel at the threfh- 
old of my door, to pray for 
me andmine. ‘ You,’ faid 
he,** are my Redeemer, in 
one fenfe,” (a poor impo- 
tent redeemer!) “and you 
have a right to me. If I 
live, 1 am your property, and 
Iwill be a faithful fubject.’’ 
The manner, in. which he 
{poke of what he promifed 
himfelf from my friendfhip, 
if he had been fpared, was 
exceedingly natural and 
touching. Upon the whole, 
I never pafled through a 
more ftriking fcene. I de- 
fire it may teach me the fol- 
lowing leflons: 1. To a- 
dore the awful su/tice of Gov 
in caufing this unhappy crea- 
ture thus infamoully to fall 
by her, with whom he had 
{fo {candaloufly finned, to the 
ruin ofa very loving and 
virtuous wife. ‘Thus Gop 
thade his own law effectual, 
that the adulterer fhould dic. 
2dly. To acknowledge the 


















depths of the divine councils, 
which in this affair, when I 
think on all the circumftan- 
ces of it,are to me impen- 
etrable. 3dly. To continue 
refolute in well doing, 
though I fhould be, asin this 
inftance I have been, re- 
proached and reviled for it. 
4thly. May Inot learn from 
it gratitude to Him, who 
hath redeemed and deliver- 
ed me? in which, alas! 
how far fhort dol fall of 
this poor creature! How ea- 
gerly did he receive the news 
of a reprieve for a few days! 
How tenderly did he exprefs 
his gratitude! that he fhould 
be mine! that I might do 
what I pleafed with him! 
that I had bought him! 
{poke of the delight with 
which he fhould fee and 
ferve me! that he would 
come once a year from one 
end of the Kingdom to the 
other to fee and thank me, 
and fhould be glad never to 
go out of my fight! O why 
donot our hearts overflow 
with fuch fentiments on an 
occafion infinitely greater! 
We areall dead men. Execu- 
tion would foon’ have taken 
place; but Chrift has redeem- 
ed us to God by bis blood. We 
are not merely repriewed, but 


pardoned ; not merely par- 


doned, but adopted ; made 
heirs of eternal glory, and 
near the borders of it. In 
confequence of all this we are 


Perfevering Prayer honoured. 


not our own, but bought with 
a price. May we glorify 
God in our bodies and fpir- 
its, which are his !” 


ening 


From the Evangelical Intelligencer. 


PERSEVERING PRAYER HONOURED} 
OR, GREAT EVENTS FROM LIT- 
TLE BEGINNINGS : ILTUSTRAT- 
ED IN THE CASE OF ELIJAH. 


ArTer the conteft with 
Baal’s priefts, in which Truth 
prevailed over Error, and 
the honour of Jehovah was 
vindicated by a fign from 
Heaven, Idolatry was over- 
turned, and its advocates 
were either filenced or 
flain :—but, to fhew that 
God delighteth in mercy, 
and that when judgment is 
inflicted, it is from neceflity, 
not from pleafure ; no foon- 
er does Ifrael renounce idol- 
atry, than a pardoning God 
promifes to withdraw that 
famine, under which they 
had long been {fuffering, 
thro’ the want of rain. No 
fooner had God promifed to 
fhower falvation upon fuffer- 
ing Ifrael, than we are told 
that “ Ahab went up to eat 
and to drink ; and Elijah 
went up‘tothe top of Car- 
mel: and he caft himfelf 
down upon the earth, and 
put his face between his 
knees ; and faid to his fer- 
vant, Go up now and look 
toward the fea.—And he 
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went up, and looked, and 
faid, There is nothing.— 
And he faid, Go again feven 
times :—and i it came to pafs 
at the feventh time, that he 
faid, Behold, there arifeth a 
little cloud out of the fea, 
like a man’s hand.” J. Kings 
KVili. 42—44. While the 
condu¢t of this prophet holds 
out an example worthy of 
our imitation, his /uccefs is 
calculated to encourage us 
to perfevere inthe fame du- 
ty. 

Let us notice his condué?. 
Ahab and Elijah had fepa- 
rated ; but Ahab went, not 
to humble himfelf before 
that God whom he had _ in- 
tulted ;—not to reproach 
Jezebel for her bad counfel ;— 
not to devife means where- 
by he might honour God, 
and blefs his country ;—but 
he went to eat and to drink ; 
to confole his beloved Jeze- 
bel on the lofs of her priefts 
and her god ; and to regale 
himfelf in the profpect of 
approaching plenty. On 
the contrary, Elijah feeks re- 
tirement. After the pain- 
ful, but honourable, fervice 
of the day, he climbs the 
mount of Carmel ; there to 
obtain, not food for him- 
felf, but God’s favour to If- 
rael. There his faith feeds 
on the promife, while his 
prayer is filled with ardent 

jupplications to obtain the 
bicflings it heid out. In the 


Perfevering Prayer honoured. 


evening, his God had an- 
{wered him by fire from 
Heayen;—but now he 
pleads, that He would blefs 
Ifrael with abundance of 
rain. 

What deep humility a 
peared in his addrefs ! “ He 
caft himfelf down upon the 
earth.” Behold theman who, 
on the preceding evening, 
ftood before lfrael, honour- 
ed and obeyed as the proph- 
et of Jehovah, now prottrat- 
ing himfelf on the ground 
—rifing gradually on his 
knees! but, ftill to fhow 
how greatly God was to be 
feared, even by a prophet, 
when he approached him, he 
bows down his head to the 
earth. Prayer is indeed the 
proper exercife of the heart. 
In it the foul wreftles with 
God for a blefling. In vain 
do we draw near him with 
our lips, if the heart be far 
from him. ‘Though bodily 
exercife can profit little, 
yet even that thould bear 
fome correfpondence with 
the difpofition of the mind. 

Great carnefine/s was alfo 
manifeft on this occafion. 
His heart was fixed and fer- 
vent. He continued, and 
probably long, wreftling for 
that blefling fo much needed 
by Hrael. “His God, and his 
fervant (whom fome fuppofe 
to have been the fon of the 
Shunamite, born. in anfwer. 
to a promife, and afterwards 
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reftored to life as a miracle 
af God’s power) were the 
only witnefles of this folemn 
fcene. Often as the fervant 
had looked at his. mafter, he 
does not appear to have in- 
terrupted him in his devo- 
tion but once. In compli- 
ance with the prophet’s or- 
der, he went and looked to- 
ward the fea ; and, upon his 
return, faying, There is noth- 
ing, the prophet bade him go 
yet feven times; that is, 
though he was to repeat his 
vifits again and again, he 
wifhed not to be interrupted 
in his devotion, till the dif- 
covery was obtained. Not 
a word, nor fo much as a 
whifper was to be heard! It 
was the inward devotion of 
the heart ;—the wreftling of 
the mind :—earneft, fervent, 
inwrought prayer. The fer- 
vant went,and came. Prob- 
ably, upon every repeated 
vilit to the fummit of the 
mount, as well as upon his 
return to the place where he 
had left his matter, he might 
make fome ftay ; yet he al- 
ways found his mafter in the 
fame place, and in the fame 
pofition. Still he continued 
yn prayer. Could we have 
readthe language of hisheart, 
when there was not a word 
on his tongue, it would have 
been to the following effect : 
— Lord, as 1 was yefterday 
called to be an advocate for 
thee, I now appear as an in. 


terceflor for Ifrael, Follow 
the convictions they then 
felt, with an effectual im- 
preflion on their minds. For- 
give the iniquity of this peo- 
ple. Do not abhor them, 
for thy name’s fake. Re- 
member them in great mer- 
cy ; and break not thy cov- 
enant with them, I cannot 
let thee go tillthou grant a 
bleffed rain, to render a_bar- 
ren land fruitful; and to 
convince them that there isa 
God and a prophet in Ifrael.” 

Confidence gave vigour to his 
earneftnefs in this prayer. It 
was the prayer of faith ; 
founded, not on the mighty 
power of God, or the gener- 
al goodnefs of Ged, but on 
his gracious promife. Before 
the leaft exhalation appeared 
from the fea, or a cloud to 
indicate the approach of a 
fhower ;—while the heavens 
were as a heated furnace a- 
bove, and the earth, like fuel, 
half confumed beneath, Fli- 
jah had been commiflioned 
to affure Ahab, that rain was 
coming in abundance. The 
prophet, therefore, might be 
certain that the promife 
would be fulfilled; but, to 
let us fee that while promifes 
furnifh matter for prayer, 
faith is the hand to be em- 
ployed toextract the bleflings 
of divine goodnefs out of 
thofe promifes. Elijah, by 
prayer and _ fupplication, 
makes known his requeit to 
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God. Inftead of going, like 
Ahab, to eat and drink; or 
retiring to Carmel, there to 
fit ftill in his floth ;—inftead 
of, with fome, faying “If it is 
to be, it will be; my prayers 
will neither fruftrate nor for- 
ward the performance of the 
promife’—he pleaded with 
God to beftow that bleffing 
he had promifed. He be- 
lieved that he fhould have 
the blefling, before he asked 
it; and, therefore, he would 
give God no reft till he had 
obtained it. 

Perfeverance in prayer ac- 
companied his confidence. 
Though God feemed to tar- 
ry, the prophet kept waiting 
for him, and pleading with 
him. His fervant was prob- 
ably more impatient, while 
running backwards and for- 
wards fo frequently without 
fuccefs. Six times had the 
young man gone and return- 
ed; but he faw nothing. 
How happy would he be on 
the feventh to break the fi- 
lence, faying, “ I] fee a cloud 
ikke a man’s hand, rife out of 
the fea! As if he had, faid, 
“O, my father, give over 
thy pleading ! thou haft pow- 
er with God, and haft pre- 
vailed! Thy prayer is heard. 
Yes; I have teen, as it were, 
the hand of God, as that of a 
man, rifing out of the fea, to 
fub{cribe his Amen to all thy 
petiuons. Only, matter, rife 
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—behold, and acknowledge 
it thyfelf !’ Thus, 
*¢ To patient faith the prize is fure.”” 
Let this prophet’s fuccefs 
in pleading encourage God’s 
children to perfevere in 
prayer. The fervant faid, 
‘¢ Behold there arifeth a little 
cloud out of the fea,” &c. 
In this, as in many other in- 
ftances, we behold great ef- 
feéts arife from very {mall 
beginnings. Things, which 
at firft appeared almoft infig- 
nificant, have enlarged into 
very extenfivebleflings. ‘This 
cloud, which appeared no 
bigger than what might have 
been covered by a man’s 
hand, kept gradually afcend- 
ing, and extending itlelf, till 
at laft it covered the whole 
sky. Thus alfo hath it been 
with truth in the church, 
with grace in the heart, with 
efforts to promote the inter- 
efts of religion in particular 
places, and with the diffufion 
of happinefs in the world. 
In taking a view of the 
iife and ipread of divine 
truthin the church, we be- 
hold it rifing like a man’s 
hand out of the ocean of hu- 
man mifery, in the firft prom- 
ife of God after man’s fall : 
I will put enmity between 
the ferpent and the woman, 
and between the feed of this 
and of that ; but in bruifing 
the heel of the one, the head 
of the other fhall be crufhed. 
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Probably, at firft, this prom- 
ife would appear to thefe pro- 
genitors of mankind dark, 
obfcure, and infignificant. 
But it has proved a cloud 
full of bleflings, which have 
often refrefhed and made 
glad the city of God. Rifing 
out of its former obfcurity, 
it has extended itfelf wider 
and wider, till it has become 
amplified into all thofe ex- 
ceeding great and precious 
promifes, which now appear 
yea and amen in Chrift Jefus. 
For what is the whole Bible 
but the firft promife expand- 
ed, illuftrated, and applied ? 
It was no lefs than Chritt, 
grace, glory, and immortali- 
ty in the promife. 

The fame may be faid of 
grace in the heart. Like 
this cloud, or like a grain of 
muftard feed, to which it is 
compared in {cripture, hard- 
ly perceptible at firit, it u- 
nites with the foil, fwells, 
germinates, burfts the fhell, 
iprings up, forms itfelf into 
branches, and extends them 
till the birds come and 
lodge under its fhadow. 
While the mind is under con- 
cern and conviction, grace 
remains hid under a 
cloud of obicurity.* In ap- 


* Ifthe author here mean that 
concern and conviction which are 
frequently felt by the people of 
God, we have no obje&tion to this 
remark: but if he mean, that 
there is always a latent {park of fav. 


2 ee 


| 
| 








427 


pearance it is all cloud; but 
there is a blefling behind, 
which, like a hand, brings 
help, and works deliverance. 
Thus, that work of grace, 
which commences in con- 
viction, advances to a feri- 
ous concern, increafes with 
hopes, which are often be- 
clouded with fears, gradu- 
ally becomes like the fhining 
light, or like this extending 
cloud, iflues in all the blef- 
fednefs of falvation. In- 
creafing with the increafe of 
God, it grows up towards a 
perfeét man in Chrift, till. it 
attain to the mark of the 
ftature of his fulnefs. ‘Take 
courage, O ye timid follow- 
ers of the compaflionate Je- 


‘fus-———He that hath begun 


his good work in you, will 
preferve and perform it, till 
he has perfected that which 
concerneth you. 

Efforts to promote the inter- 
eft of religion in particular 
places, like this little cloud, 
have afterwards been great- 
ly extended. A Cornelius 
las prayed in private ; or 
two or three who feared the 
Lord have converfed togeth- 
er, and united in prayer, for 
the direction and blefling of 
God upon their liberal de- 
iigns. ‘The Lord has heark- 
ened, heard, and anfwered 


. ee. . . 
ing grace, where there 1s conviction 
aud concern, our opinion is decidedly 
diterent from his. 
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the prayers which his Spirit 
indited in their hearts. A 
meflenger from divine mer- 
cy has been fent amongft 
them. One, like the Phillip- 
pian jailor, has heard and 
trembled; another, like 
Lydia, found her heart o- 
pened to attend tothe word 
preached ; athird, like the 
wandering Onefimus, has 
been impfefled by the 
very fame truth;upon Which 
he had formerly turned his 
back. ‘The prayers of a pi- 
ous few have proved like the 
dew from Heaven, to water 
the feed difleminated by the 
faithful minifter. Others 
were inclined to hear, and 
made to feel, the power of 
divine truth. A church 
was formed—the congrega- 
tion increafed—the hand- 
ful of corn was greatly mul- 
tiplied—the little one be- 
came athoufand. The cry 
then was-——Lengthen the 
cords, and ftrengthen the 
ftakes.—Thus, like this 
cloud, they were collected 
to {catter bleflings all around. 
Not only on this little hill, 
but upon = individuals and 
families around them ; the 
fhowers have come down in 
their feafon, even fhowers 
of bleflings ; while frefh con- 
verts have fprung up as the 
erafs,or have flourifhed as 
willows by the water- 


courfes. 
Like this cloud, the dif. 


Perfevering Prayer honoured: 


fufion of happinefs in the 
world has originated from 
very {mall beginnings. Wit- 
nefs the firft introduction of 
the gofpel in Judea, and af- 
terwards into Britian ;—and 
witnefs focieties, which 
have been formed and fuc- 
ceeded, for the fpread of the 
gofpel—the promotion of 
religious knowledge-—or 
the fending of Miffionaries 
tothe Heathen: others for 
diftrivuting Bibles at home 
and abroad ; and who can 
tell but the humiliations and 
prayers of the righteous 
may be produttive of ex- 
tenfive bleflings, haftening 
on that day, when all the 
kingdoms of the earth fhall 
fubmit themfelves to Jefus 
Chrift, and the world be fil- 
led with his glory: Blefled 
day! when peace fhall look 
down from Heaven, and war 
fhall no longer defolate the 
earth ! | 

While that cloud of gof: 
pel-grace, which originally 
appeared in Judea,*has ex- 
tended itfelf even tous, let 
us feverally inquire wheth- 
er, as individuals, it has 
proved to our fouls a fhow- 
erof mercy, which, bring: 
ing falvation, maketh bar- 
ren hearts fruitful ? 

Let us alfo take notice of 
the connexion there is be- 
tween prayer and provi- 
dence.—View this in the ab- 
olition of the Slave-Trade ; 
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in the profperity of the gof- 
pel in particular places ; and 
in the f{pread of itin the 
world. Though the Sav- 
iour be yet clothed with a 
cloud, foon will he fhine 
forth, as the fun in its 
{trength, and then all the na- 
tions of the earth will fee 
and rejoice in the falvation 
of our God. AGNUS. 


na eee a 





EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF 
THE LATE REV. JVORY HOVEY, 


No. LL. 


Havine received my de- 
gree, July 4, 1735, being 
fomewhat recovered in my 
bodily health, I took a fchool 
at Marlborough. After con- 
fulting the Lord, and taking 
the advice of my friends, I 
entered on the bufinefs in 
Augutt, 1735, and continu- 
ed in that bufinefs nearly two 
years, without much inter- 
miflion or interruption thro’ 
bodily infirmity, excepting 
the misfortune of breaking 
my leg by the falling of my 
horfe, by which means I was 
confined a month. 

I defire to take notice of 
the kind hand of the Lord, 
not only for fo f{peedily re- 
itoring me the ufe of my 
limb, but for the opportuni- 
ty of fuch a leifure feafon for 
felf-reflections, for which I 
have reafon to blefs God. 

During my continuance 

EE 


in Marlborough, [ was fre- 
quently called on to pray 
with the fick and at funerals, 
and occafionally gave a word 
of exhortation at the private 
meetings of the young peo- 
ple, through their importu- 
nity ; and I had frequently 
fome fignal tokens of the 
Lord’s gracious prefence with 
me. | 

I vifited Biddeford, and 
entered on the duties of an 
inftructor in a private fami- 
ly, May 19, 1737- ‘There I 


formed an acquaintance with | 


Mifs Olive Jordan, the eldeft 
daughter of Mr. Samuel Jor- 
dan, whom I afterward mar- 
ried, | 

In November, 1737, I fet 
off for my father’s houfe to 
purfue the ftudy of divinity. 
Ihad frequent days of private 
prayer and fafting, feeking to 
God for dire¢tion in all the 
important affairs before me, 
and befpeaking the prayers 
of the religious fociety to 
which I ftood related, and 
asking my father to on 
with me ina day of fafting 
and prayer on the fame ac- 
count, which he complied 
with. 

On March to, 1738, 2 pri- 
vate fociety in the place turn- 
ed their meeting into fafting 
and prayer upon my account 
principally, and at my re. 
queft. We {pent three or 
four hours in humbling our- 
felves before the Gou 
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heaven for our fins, which 
had provoked a holy God to 
vifit funery of the neigh- 
bours of the fociety with his 
rebukes ; more particularly, 
my cafe was mentioned by 
each one in their prayers, 
that God would fanctify to 
me his paft dealings, even the 
long feries of bodily indifpo- 
fition, that had attended me ; 
and that he would reftore 
me to health, if it might be 
his holy will; and that he 
would make known to me 
my duty, with refpect to my 
entering on public preaching ; 
abundantly prepare me for 
fo great a work, and make 
me fuccefsful in it. 

May 14, 1738, I preached 
my firft fermon at Tcwkel- 
bury, after which I preached, 
occafionally, as my health 
would admit, being very in- 
firm. Nov. 27th, 1738, I 
was applied to, to preach at 
Arundel, and, December 3, | 
began preaching there. I 
fpent much time in fecret 
duties, fafting, prayer, and 
thankfgiving, feecking to God 
to prepare me for the great 
work of the gofpel. During 
the winter, I preached at 
York, Biddeford’ and Arun- 
del. 

About this time I renewed 
my acquaintance with Mits 
Olive Jordan, and entered 
into the ftate of matrimony, 
February 8, 1739, {till con- 


tinuing to preach at the 
places before named. 

~ July 4, 1739, 1 received 
my fecond degree, not being 
able, through bodily indif- 
pofition, to attend the laft 
year. I preached at various 
places, until July 16, 1740, 
when | was invited to fupply 
a vacancy in the fouth par- 
ifh in Rochefter, Mattapoifet. 
After preaching there four 
fabbaths, the church and par- 
ih met, and gave me a call 
to fettle with them in the 
gofpel miniftry, in which 
they were very unanimous. 

After taking counfel of 
God, and confulting my 
friends, and fetting apart a 
day for fafting and prayer, I 
accepted their call, and was 
ordained October 29, 1740, 
to the paftoral care of Chrift’s 
church in that part of his 
vineyard. 

Here the author of the 
foregoing diary continued 
till the xsth of Oétober, 
1769, when, on account of 
fome difliculties as to his 
fupport, occafioned in part 
by fectarian influence, he 
aiked and obtained a regular 
difmiflion. The next fab- 
bath he was invited to preach 
in the fecond parifh of Ply- 
mouth, and foon had a call 
to fettle there. He was in- 
{talled on the 18th of April, 
1770, where, to ufe his own 
expreflion, ‘* he lived peace- 
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ably and comfortably.” It 
may be added, that he was 
much endeared to his people 
by his piety and pattoral fidel- 
ity, and died fincerely and 
greatly lamented. [See Vol. 
1, Pis. Ev. Mag.) 

Mr. Hovey’s diary is-com- 
prifed in nine oétavo vol- 
umes, which in the aggre- 
gate make about feven thouf- 
and pages. ‘The greater part 
is ina fhort-hand character, 
fuppofed to have been ina 
great meafure of his own 

formation. 

The foregoing extract was 
made by him, when entered 
upon his feventy-fecond year, 
and has been tranfcribed, 


with no material alteration: 


South. And Abram was very 
rich in cattle, in filver, and in 
gold. And he went ont his jour- 
ney from the South, even unto 
Bethel, unto the place of the al- 
tar, which he had made there 
at the firft, and there Abram 
called on the name of the Lord. 
And Lot alfo, who went with 
Abram, had flocks, and’ herds, 
and tents: and the land was 
not able to bear them that they 
might dwell together ; for their 
fubfiance was great. And 
there was a ftrife between the 
herd{men of Abram’s cattle and 
the herdsmen of Lot’s cattle. 
And Abram faid unto Lot, Let 
there be no ftrife between me 
and thee, and between my herds- 
men and thy herdsmen ; for we 





are brethren. Is not the whole 
land before thee? Separate thy- 
Self, Ipray thee, from me: if 
thou wilt take the left hand, 
then | will go tothe right ; or 
if thou depart to the right hand, 
then I will go to the left. And 
Lot bebeld all the plain of ‘for- 
dan, that it was well watered 
every where, even as the gar- 
den of the Lord: then Lot 
chofe him all the plains of For- 
dan. And they feparated them- 
[elves one-from the other ; and 
Abram dwelt in the land of Ca- 
naan. 

The character of Abram 
is deferving of particular no- 
tice, and, in a number of re- 
{pects, is worthy of careful 
imitation. It is faid to have 
been “ greatly revered even 


Tt would have been prefented. 
to the Enrrors of the Pit- 
cataqua Evangelical Maga- 
zine fome time fince, but tor 
the continual avocations of 
their fellow labourer in the 
golpel, though unworthy, 
whofe higheft ambition is. to 
be inftrumental in promot- 
ing the Redeemer’s caufe and 
intereft j in the world. 
ONKELOS. 
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Some bricf Remarks on the condefccnds 
ing and conciliatory condud of A- 
BRAM, as noticed in the thirteenth 


chapter of Genefis. 
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ABRAM, it is here faid, 
went up out of Egypt, he and 
his wife .and all that he had, 
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by Mahometans, as well as 
by Jews and Chriftians :” 
And the more we contem- 
plate it, the more we fee in 
it fomething worthy of be- 
ing admired, and of being 
“The generofity 
of his conduét, in the inftance 
beforeus with refpect to Lot, 
is no inconfiderable mark of 


imitated. 


his uncommon excellence. 
He ftood towards Lot in a 
fuperiour relation: he was 
his uncle, and had even been 
a fatherto him. Indeed, in 
every point of view, he was 
Lot’s fuperiour. It might, 
therefore, have feemed rea- 
fonable in Abram, on their 
propoted feparation, to have 
claimed the firft choice of fit- 
uation. But this right of 
precedence he voluntarily 
gave up, and conceded it to 
the inferiour party; not, in- 
deed, from weaknefs or cow- 
ardice, as thofe confederate 
kings could witnefs, whom 
he vanquithed in battle; but 
from the impulfe of a gener- 
ous and noble heart. This 
conciliatory overture of A- 
brain to his nephew, while 
it manifefted a great and a 
vxoud mind, did, at the fame 
time, exhibit an.amiable ex- 
ample, which it would be 
highly ufeful to contem- 
plate.” 

‘¢ This example is particu- 
larly recommended to the fe- 
rious notice of the froward 
and petulant, who engage in 
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trivial contentions and cap- 
tious lawfuits, and feem to 
think it a point of honour 
to be unyielding and boifter- 
ous, even in the mereft tri- 
fles. Let fuch people learn 
from the conduct of that. 
great and good man, Abram, 
that a truly noble mind is 
not turbulent and captious, 
but mild and accommodat- 
ing.” é' 

To go and do like him, is 
the improvement that ought 
to be made, and the beft im- 
provement that can be made, 
of the amiable character and 
moving example of Abram, 
as here fet before us.—Let 
there be no ftrife between me 
and thee, my brother ;_ be- 
tween me, and_ thee, my 
neighbour ; between me and 
any one of my relations or 
fellow men; or, between 
my family and thy family ; 

for we are brethren. Yor the 
fake of avoiding contention, 
that bane of human _happi- 
nefs, and of preferving peace, 
that ineftimable blefling, I 
will condefcend to thee—I 
will yield to thee fome of 
my rights, fome of my priv- 


_ileges, fome of my intereit : 


Yea, for the fake of honour- 
ing and imitating my God, 
who is the God of peace, and 
my Saviour, who is the 
Prince and the pattern of 
peace, and for the fake of en- 


joying the fublime pleafure of 


difcharging my duty, and of 











living peaceably with all 
men, | will even bear’ and 
forbear with thee, my broth- 
er ; I will forgive many in- 
juries done to me, and will 
make it my ferious and con- 
{tant endeavour, not to be o- 
vercome of evil, but to overcome 
evil with good. 
PAULINUS. 


teed 
» eee 


DIVINE ASSISTANCE, 


Few, if any, have excelled 
Mr. Locke in fagacity, depth 
of penetration, and found- 
nefs of judgment. Every 
fubjec&t, which came under 
his examination, feemed in- 
veltigated to the bottom. 
And no one, who is acquaint- 
ed with his admirable writ- 
ings, will attribute to him a 
dilpofition to fanaticifm or 
enthufiafm. His opinions 
appeared impartially weigh- 
ed in the balance of reafon. 
His. teftimony therefore 
may juftly have fome confid-: 
eration with thofe who are 
forming their fentiments on 
the interefting fubject of re- 
ligion. ‘Thofe who are dif- 
pofed to attribute everything 
to their own reafon and 
{trength will, at leaft, liften 
to his opinion concerning 
divine affiftance. 


** To thefe I muft add,” - 


fays Mr. Locke, “ one advan- 
tage more we have by Jefus 
Chrift, and that is, the prom- 
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ife of ASSISTANCE. 
do what we can, he will give 
us his Spirit to help us todo 
what and how we fhould. 
It will be idle for us, who 
know not how our own {pir- 
its move and act us, to ask 


in what manner the {pirit 


of God fhall work upon us. 
The wifdom that -accompa- 
nies that fpirit knows better 
than we, how we are made, 
and how to werk upon us. 
If a wife man knows how to 
prevail on his child, to bring 
himto whathe defires,can we 
fufpect that the fpirit and wif- 
dom of God fail in it, tho’ we 
perceive or comprehend not 
the ways of his operation ?— 
Chrift has promifed it, who 


is faithful and juft, and we © 


cannot doubt of the perform- 
ance. Itis not requifite, on 
this occafion, for the enhanc- 
ing of this benefit, to en- 
large on the frailty of our 
minds, and weaknefs of our 
conftitutions ; how liable to 
miftakes, how apt to go a- 
ftray, and how eafily to be 
turned out of the paths of 
virtue. If any one need go 
beyond himfelf and the tefti- 
mony of his own confcience 
on this point; if he feel 
not his ownerrors and paf- 
fions always tempting him, 
and often prevailing againit 
the ftrict rules of his duty, 


he need but look abroad into 


any age of the world to be 
convinced. ‘To aman under 
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the difficulties of his nature, 
befet with temptations, hedg- 
ed in with prevailing cuftom, 
it is no {mall encourage- 
ment to fet himfelf  feri- 
oully on the courfes of vir- 
tue and practice of true re- 
ligion, that he is from a. fure 
hand, and analmighty arm, 
promiled afliftance to fup- 
portand carry himthrough.” 


~_~— as 
—_— ----— 


PROPHECY CONCERNING ISHMAEL 
FULFILLED, 


“] confider the prophecy 
concerning Ifhmael and his 
defcendants, the Arabs, one 
of the moft extraordinary 
that we meet with in the 
Old Teftament. It was alfo 
one of the earlieft made, and 
proceeded upon grounds of 
private reparation. . Hagar 
had not finned, though fhe 
fled from Sarah, with Ifh- 
mael her fon, into the wild- 
ernefs. In that defert, there 
were then no inhabitants ; 
and though Ifhmael’s fuccet- 
fion was. incompatible with 
God’s.promife to Abraham 
and his fon. lfaac, yet neither 
Hagar nor he having finned, 
jultice required a reparation 
for the heritage he had loft. 
God gave him that very 
wildernefs, which before was 


Prophecy concerning I/bmael fulfilled. 


the property of no man, in 
which Ifhmael was:to erect a 
kingdom, under the moft 
improbable circumftances to 
beimagined. His hand was 
to be againjt every: man, and 
every mans hand againft him. 
by his fword he was to live, 
and to pitch his tent in the face. 
of his brethren. Gen. xv. 18. 

Never has _ prophecy 
been more completely 
fulfilled. The power of 
the Arab defcendants of 
Ifhmael fubfifted from the 
earlieft ages; it was verified 
before the time of Mofes ; in 
the time of David, and Solo- 
mon; it fubfifted in the time 
of Alexander, and in that of 
Auguftus Cefar: it fubfifted 
in the time of Juftinian—all 
very diftant, unconnected pe- 
riods; and I appeal to the evi- 
dence of mankind, without 
apparent fupport or neceflity, 
but what it has.derived from 
God’s promife only, if it is 
not in full vigor at this very 
day? 

This prophecy alone, 1n the 
truth of which all forts of 
religion agree, is, therefore, 
of itfelf, afufficient proof of 
the divine authority of the 
{cripture.”’ 

Such are the remarks and 
reafonings of Mr. Bruce.— 
Travels, vol. 1, p, 239. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


OTAHEITE. 
As yet the miffion to Otaheite does 
not appear fuccefsful. Referring to 
the journal of the miffionary brethren, 
Mr. Eyre, in the name of his breth- 
ren, obferves, We are forry to 
fay that you will meet with nothing 
in it refpeting the grand obje& of 
our miffion more encouraging than 
what we have hitherto been able to 
communicate. Inftru€tions contin- 
ue to be given to the inhabitants 
of the ifland in the things of God, 
but, apparently, none are favingly 
profited by them; fo that, as we at 
firft found they feem to remain— 
grofs idolaters—enemies to God by 
wicked works—without God, with- 
out Chrift, and without hope: yet 
#t muft be confeffed, that very many of 
them have obtained a very confiderable, 
though, as yet, unfan@ified, knowledge 
of the do&rincs of chriftianity.” 





AFRICA. 

It was fuggefted in the laft report, 
that {the colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope having reverted into 
the poffeffion of the Britifh govern- 
ment, a more dire€t and powerful 
fanction would be given to the ex- 
ertions of our miffionaries among 
the African heathen ; and that our 
intercourfe with them would be fa- 
cilitated. The hopes of the direc- 
tors havebeen fully realized ; and the 
information from the feveral miffiona- 
ty ftations in that country have 
been very ample and fatisfactory. 

It will be recolleéted, that juft be- 
fore the recapture of the Cape by 
our brave countrymen, the oppoli- 
tion of many ill-difpofed perfons to 
the miffions had rifen to a great 
height ; and the brethren Vander- 
kemp and Read were apprehenfive 
that they fhould be obliged to relin- 
quifh their work, and withdraw 
fromthe colony. ‘They had been 
fummoued to the Cape, where they 


had vindicated their condu& to the 
fatisfaction of the Dutch governor ; 
yet fo malignant were their enemies, 
that he recommended it to the mif- 
fionaries to fufpend their return to 
Bethel{dorp to a more favourable op- 
portuuity. 

That opportunity was unexpe&- 
edly afforded by the capture of Cape 
Town, which was no fooner effect- 
ed, than the general, Sir David 
Baird, fent for Dr. Vanderkemp, 
whom he received in the moft cordial 
manner, and even confulted him upon 
the proper treatment of the Hotten- 
tot prifoners of war. Shortly after, 
full permiffion was granted to refume 
the care of the congregation at 
Bethelsdorp, where the Door ar- 
rived on the 21ft of March, 1806. 
Brother Read, who was defired by 
Sir David Baird, to return by fea,* 
was preferved from the mof immi- 
nent danger of being fhipwrecked 
on the coaft of Caffraria; but had 
the happinefs of reaching the fettle- 


ment in fafety, and finding it in a 


flourifhing ftate; the Lord having 
bleffed the labours of’ the brethren 
Ulbricht, Tromp, and Erafmus 
Smith, in their abfence; Mrs. 
Smith alfo, who formerly lived at 
Rodezand, and who had devoted 
herfelf to the inftruction of the hea- 
then, having become a very great 
bleffing to the inftitution. Brother 
Read was received by the congrega- 


* 6 On the Sih of February, we went 
to take leave of his Excellency, when he 
ixbreffed a wifh that I fbould go by fea 
with captain Cuyler, who was ap- 
pointed Landroft of Vitenhage, a dif- 
inid to which Bethelsdorp-belongs. A 
fenfe of obligation would not fuffer me 
to refufe, although it was hard to be 
feparct:d from my wife, ( whofe circum. 
frances would not allow her to accom- 
pany me) and my dear brethren, Se.” 

. Letter from Mr. Read. | 
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tion with univerfal joy and thank- 
fulnefs, the poor Hottentots exprefl- 
ing, by their acclamations and ca- 
refles, how much they prized the 
word of life andthis beloved minif- 
ter of it.* 

In addition to the protection and 
fanction now afforded to this miffion 
_by the Englifh government, their 
privileges have been augmented by 
the fpontaneous permiflion of the 
Landroft to plow and fow, for the 
prefent year, an excellent piece 
of ground belonging to govern- 
ment. 

Such was the pleafing ftate of 
Bethelfdorp, according to the laft ac- 
counts received; and fuch was the 
attachment of our worthy brother 
Vanderkemp to the people, that 
when he received a propofal from the 
direétors to remove from thence, in 
cafe his further fervices in Africa 


fhould be prevented by the violence 


* « We found, to our joy, the work 
of converting grace going on profperouf- 
ly ; and we admired the fuccefs with 
which that exemplary fifter, Smith, had 

fet up a fchool, in which Hottentot chil- 
dren are infiruGed to knit flockings, &c. 
She is univerfally refpeded and beloved 
by all our people. Befides her converfa- 
tion with the females, who feem to be 
concerned about their fouls, fhe keeps a 
weekly mecting with our baptized fifters ; 
and infirus them, by way of catechiz- 
ing, in the pradical, as well as doGrin- 
al truths of the religion of Chrift.” 

[ Letter from Dr. Vanderkemp.] 


Anecdotes of the Rev. Oliver Heywood. 


of oppofition, and to devote his tals 
ents to the eftablifhment of a miffion 
in China, he replied, ‘I am cons 
vinced that God has called me to do 
his work in the place of my prefent 
refidence, and that it is my duty to 
continue in that ftation till it fhall 
pleafe Him to call me out of it as 
evidently as he called me into it.” 

The fociety will doubtlefs feel, 
with the directors, a warm fenfe of 
gratitude to the great ay ag of all 
events, who has pleafed fo remark- 
ably to interpofe in favour of the 
African miffions, at a moment when, 
to all appearence, they were in dan- 
ger of being totally fuppreffed, and 
when the lives of the miffionaries at 
Bethelfdorp were threatened. Then 
it was, that the colony, fubmitting 
to the Britifh arms, returned toa 
government by which the rights of 
confcience are refpected, and the 
fhield of power held over good fub- 
je&ts, who are fincerely aiming to 
promote the welfare of their fellow- 
creatures. 

To that mild and gentle govern- 
ment the fociety is indebted for mas 
ny favours, which they are defirous 
of acknowledging with gratitude ; 
and above all they would afcribe to 
the King of kings, who has all 
hearts in his hands, every aufpicious 
event, in which the powers of the 
earth, and the changes of nations, 
are rendered fubfervient to the great 
defign of extending the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, 
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The following anecdotes of the Rev. Ortver Herwoop, an eje&ed minifter 


in Yorkfhire, are taken from * The Nonconformifi’s Memorial.’ 








Mr: Heywood being reduced to 
-great {traits after the lofs of his in- 
come, fo that his children began to 
be impatient for want of food, cal- 
led his fervant Martha (who would 
not defert the family in diftrefs) and 
faid to her, ‘* Martha, take a bafk- 


et and go to Halifax ; call on Mr. 
N. the fhopkeeper, and afk him to 
lend me five fhillings. If he is kind 
enough to do it, buy thofe things 
which you know we moft want. 
The Lord give you good fpeed ; 
and in the mean time we will offer 








up our requefts to him ‘ who hear- 
eth the young ravens when they 
cry.” Martha went, but when the 
came to the houfe her heart failed 
her, and fhe paffled by the door 
again and again, without going in 
to tellher errand. Mr. N. ftanding 
at the fhop door, called her to hig, 
and afked her if fhe was not Mr. 
Heywood’s fervant. When fhe told 
him that fhe was, he faid to her, 
‘Tam glad to fee you, as fome 
friends here have given me five 
guineas for your mafter, and I was 
jut thinking how I might fend it.” 
Upon this fhe burft into tears, and 
told him her errand. He was much 
affected with the ftory, and told her 
to come to him, if the like neceflity 
fhould return. Having procured 
the neceffary provifions, fhe haftened 
back with them, when, upon entering 
the houfe, the children eagerly ex 
amined the bafket, and further, 
hearing the fervant’s narrative, {mil- 


ed, and faid, ** he Lord hath not _ 


forgotten to be gracious : his word 
is true from the beginning : they 
that feek the Lord fhall not want 
any good thing.” 

When the fpirit of perfecution 
was fo hot againft this good man, 
that he was obliged to leave his fam- 
ily, he fet off one winter’s morning, 
before it was light, like Abraham, 
not knowing whither he went, and 
without a farthing in his pocket. 
Having committed himfelf to the 
care of divine Providence, he. de- 
termined at length to leave his horfe 
to go whither he would. Having 
gone all day without any refrefh- 
ment, the horfe, towards evening, 
bent his courfe ‘to a farm houfe, a 
little out of the road. Mr. Hey- 
wood calling at the door, a decent 
woman came, of whom he requefi- 
ed (after a fuitable apology) that 
fhe would give him and his horfe a 
fhelter for the night, telling her 
that he only wifhed for a little hay 
for the beaft, and liberty for himfelf 
to fit by her fire fide. Upon ca!l. 


FF 


Anecdotes of the Rev. Oliver ‘Heywood. 237 


ing her hufband, they both kindly 
invited him in. The miftrefs foon 
prepared fomething for him to eat, 
at which he exprefled his concern, 
as he faid he had no money, with 
which to make them any recom- 
perice, but hoped God would reward 
them. ‘They affured him that he 
was welcome, and obliged him to 
make himfelf eafy. After fome 
time the mafter afked him what 
countryman he was. He anfwered, 
that he was born in Lancafbire, but 
that he had now a wife and children 
near Halifax. ‘ That is 4 town,’ 
faid the farmer, ‘“ where I have 
been, and had fome acquaintance.’ 
After enquiring about feveral of 
them, he afked, “if he knew any 
thing of one Mr. 0. Heywood, who 
had been a minifter near Halifax, but 
was now on fome account forbid to 
preach.” To which he replied, 
“There is a great deal of noife 
about that man: fome fpeak well 
and fome very ill of him: form 

own part I can fay very little in his 
favour.*”* ‘I believe,” faid the 
farmer, * he is of that fe& which is 
every where fpoken againft ; but 
pray what makes you form fuch an 
indifferent opinion of him?” Jr. 
Heywood anfwered, “ I know fome- 
thing of him, but I do not like to 
propagate an ill report of any one, 
let us talk on fome other fubject.’? 
After keeping the farmer and wife 
fome time in fufpenfe, who were un- 
eafy at what he had faid, he at 
length told them that * he was the 
poor outcaft, of whom they made 
fuch kind enquiries.”” All was then 
furprize, joy and thankfulnefs, that 
providence had brought him under 
their roof, ‘The mafter of the houfe 
then faid to him, “1 have a few 
neighbours who love the gofpel : 
If you will give us a word of exhor- 
tation, I will run and acquaint 
them. This is an obfcure place, 
and as your coming here is not 
known, I hope we fhall have no in- 
terruption.” Mr, Heyeood con. 
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238 Obituary. 


fented, and a fmall congregation was 
cathered, to whom he preached with 
that fervour, affe€tion, and enlarge- 
ment, which the fingular ctrcumftan- 


ces ferved to confpire. A fmall coi- 
lection was then voluntarily made to 
help the poor traveller on his waye 
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Diep, in Strafford, Con, Feb. 
1807, Rev. Joun Witzarp, D.D. 
aged 74. Hewas a defcendant of 
Rev. Samuel Willard, prefident of 
Harvard Colleze. In this feminary 
he was graduated in 1751 ; and re- 
ceived the degree of doétor of divini- 
ty a few years before his death. He 
was an accurate fcholar, a found di- 
vine, a prudent minifter, a father to 
his people, and very attentive to lead 
the young to the knowledge and 
practice of religion, His difcourfes 
were correct and methodical, per- 
{picuous and inftructive, written 
with attention, and engaging to the 
well informed hearer. He was an 
example to his flock, particularly in 
devotion, order, diligence, prudence, 
hofpitality and fidehty ; but he was 
efpecially diftinguifhed for his humil- 
ity and modefty. ‘lhough fettled 
in retirement, he was a pleafant and 
in rea’ companion. Few men 
had a better knowledge of the 
oda of the early fettlers of this 
country. In difficulties, of which 
he had a large fhare, he was alm and 
collected ; in affii€ions, fubmiffive 
and patient ; under injuries, meek 
and forgiving. In his family, he 
was a kind hi fhand, an affectionate 
parent, and mild and firm governor. 
A lover of good men, he was candid 
toward thofe who differed ia opimion 
{yom him. WV ell veried in the ufares 
of the churches, he was an able 
counfellor, ard en ‘example to his 
brethren in the minftry. Few men 
have maintained a character fo uni- 
formly un {potted ly Corr nj and wor- 
thy of initaticn. Fr py Lerd, for 


the godly man ceafeth ; for the faithfu} 
fail from among the children of men. 
A. E. 

Diep at Lyme, Rev. Tuomas 
Brockway, of Columbia, Conneét- 
icut, July 4, aged 62, and in the 

36th year of his miniftry. Mr. B. 
had been confined a few weeks, and 
had fo far recovered as to be able to 
ride to Lyme for the reftoration of 
his health. On Saturday he rode 
out and appeared better than at any 
time fince his illnefs; and this was 
his ftate, when he went to bed. In 
the mght he was heard by his daugh- 
ter, who lodged in the fame room, 
and who immediately went to his af- 
fiftance ; but he expired without a 
firuggle before the family could be 
alarmed and comein. And whether 
he come in the fecond watch, or in the 
third ; if he find things bases happy are 
thefe fervants. 

Mr. B. left a forrowful partner 
and eleven children, to lament a 
tender hufband and kind parent 
and his memory will long live in the 
church, to which he was greatly en- 
deared by his faithful labours. His 
funeral was attended at Columbia, 
where his corpfe was brought ; and 
and a well adapted difcourfe was 
celivered by the Rev. Mr. Ely, of 
J.ebanon, from Hebrews xiii. 7, 8. 
Remember them, which have the rule 
ever you, who have fpoken unto you the 
cvord of God: whofe faith follow, 
con fidering the end of thir converfation : 
Jefus Chrift the Jame yefferday, and 


toecloy, and forever, A. E. 
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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS 


TO THE PUBLIC, 


Tue countenance and support that have been 
given to this publication have exceeded what perhaps we had any 
reason to expect, considering its fixed determination to avoid all the 
peculiarities of party, and to admit nothing, that need grate upon 
the ear, or wound the feelings, of the sincere and humble follower 
of Jesus, of whatever school he professed to be a disciple, or by. 
whatever name he chose to distinguish himself. If the public have 
received benefit in any tolerable proportion to the number of our 
readers, we are amply paid for all our labors. 


In reliance upon divine aid and influence, we continue to offer 
you this cheap and easy vehicle of instruction and edification. No 
reasonable labors or exertions of ours, we hope, will be wa nting to 
maintain and increase the usefulness and reputation of the work. 
We wish the sons of science and religion, who approve our design, 
and feel a generous desire to promote the cause of truth and evan- 
gelical piety, would, in aid of this design, devote some of their 
leisure hours to moral and religious disquisitions, calculated to en- 
lighten the mind, to impress and purify the heart, to restrain from 
error, or incite to duty. The Piscataqua Magazine is open to per, 
sons of every age and sex, and will give ready and pretty extensive 
circulation to essays critical, moral and religious, poetical or prosaic, 
that are not seasoned with party, but contemplate the promotion of 
evangelical truth, christian morality, or order and happiness among 
mankind. We take this opportunity to make our acknowledg. 
ment to all our correspondents, who have contributed to enrich and 
adorn the pages of our work. We solicit a continuance of ‘their 
favors, and hope that the present year will be marked with an ad- 
dition to their number, and an increase of their celebrity. Our 
particular patrons, readers and subscribers, have our thanks, and the 
public our prayers, while we resign ourselves and our endeavors, to 
the disposal of God; hoping that our feeble attempts, with tha 
multitude of our brethren in different parts of the world, to pro. 
mote the cause of truth and piety, will not ke altogether lost, 





